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—REDERIC THE GREAT had bw bot | 

ſome time declared incurable by very able 
phyſicians; the greater part of his ſubjects con- 
ſidered him as literally dead; all Europe judged 
his ſituation ſuch as to preclude. every hope of A 
relief; the courtiers of Berlin had even put- | 
chaſed their mourning ; and the expectation of - || 
his approaching end had cauſed many caſtles: to 
be built in the air, and giyen activity to the 
imagination of many ſpeculating heads, when, 
on the 9th: of June 1786, I received the fol- _ 
_ Aowing levsr from his majeſty. A el 403 
I r „ D. 


- ( 2) 5 
15 Dx. ZIMMERMANN, ee We 


te FOR eight months paſt 1 have N vio- 
Ay lently afflicted with an aſthma. The phyſi- 
ce cians of this country give me medicines of 


e every kind; but, inſtead of affording me re- 
« lief, they tend only to render my diſorder 
*«« worſe. | As the reputation of your ſkill is 


ce well known throughout all the northern parts 
te of Europe, I ſhould be very glad if you would 


« take a jaunt hither, for a fortnight, that | 
« may conſult you reſpecting my health, and 
et the circumſtances of my preſent caſe, —You 
- « may readily believe that I will defray the 


tc expences of your journey, and make you a 
proper compenſation for your trouble :—if | 
« you agree, therefore, to this propoſal, I ſhall. 
« ſend you a letter to his royal highneſs the 
« duke of York, . who will readily grant you 
cc permiſſion to comply with my requeſt: and, 


in this hope, I beg that God may take you by 


& under his ſacred and ſafe protection. 
« "In, June 6, 1786. e 
| 1 


Though alarmed, at frſt, by * contents of 


this letter, I ſoon aſſumed courage after I had 

made the following reflections: «I am un- 
doubtedly indebted to Providence, faid I, 

2 for this mark of _ 8 confidence; 
; a | cc and, 


3 3 ol 8 
« ak under the divine direktion, one clay 
« walk with 4 firm ſtep, and with perfect nie, 


in the moſt dangerous paths. Frederic, it is 
tec true, never had much faith either in phy- 
« ſicians or medicine ; and as he has. always. 


6 treated our art as quackety, he will be more 


er tenacious of the Opinion he has formed, that 


ec no relief can be given him. He is, and muſt 


- « be, incurable, fince phyſicians fo ſkilful as 


et thoſe who have hitherto attended him, have 
* not been able to free him from his malady. 
However, it muſt be intereſting, and inſtrue- 


tive, to have a near view of ſo extraordinary 


a man; and to converſe with him in his laſt "7 


c moments. How often does it happen, that 


5 « can ſay nothing elſe at the cloſe of the day, 
* but that I have aſcended, and deſcended, ſo 


« many pairs of ſtairs! Will it not be better 


« to brave every danger that may threaten me 


at Sanps-Souci, than to be always leading - 
< infipid and monotonous a life? Even ſup- 
t poling that the Wy. incredulity, with regard 

ncible, as I doubt not it 


* to phyſicians, is 1 


ce is, I have, however, great faith in Frederic. 
« As a phyſician, he may eſteem me very little, 
« and treat me with contempt z but as a man 
J am certain, he will not deſpiſe me: for with 
92 a people of worth and good: ſenſe have 


© Bug | e always 
: = * — | Fo 8 


* 


s Y 

6e 8 preſerved their rights. Beſides, 1 
« have learned by long experience that it is 
« much eaſier to live with great men, than men 
« qr: ordinary rank. There is no occaſion, there- 
« fore, to be afraid of having intercourſe with 
ce the king, however peeviſh or moroſe he may 
« be. I know alſo, that ſome of the moſt diſ- 
« tinguiſhed princes generally diſplay benevo- 
* lence and goodneſs of heart upon many occa- 
« ſions, notwithſtanding all the rcaſons which they 
« may have for deſpiſing mankind in general.” 
By reflections ſuch as theſe I 'overcame all 
my uneaſineſs, and rouſed my courage ſo far, as 
to reſolve to pay this terrible viſit at Sans-Souci. 


I told no perſon that I had received a letter 


from his Pruſſian majeſty; becauſe at this time 

all the gazettes announced that he was better; 
that he rode out on horſeback ; and that the 
fummer ſeemed to have revived him. No one 
would have believed this intelligence, had it 
been known that I was called to Sans-Souci. 


Having determined to go er, [ wrote to 
his mgjclty as follows : F | 


« SIRE, 
+ I SHOULD think myſelf! che Wet of 
men, if my preſence ſhould prove uſeful to 
<« your majeſty. For forty years paſt, I have 
22 8 e you with 12 ſame intereſt, and the 
8 ox lame 


„ thought proper to wait for my anſwer be- 


K 


| — 68 5 Hy ; 
<« ſame zeal, as that with n Hr am about t to 
55 js for Potſdam. ' . ; 
The duke of York, had be 0 that 
60 your majeſty had done me the honour to write 
e to me, would have made me ſet out imme- 
ce diately: but I thought it my duty to con- 
form to your majeſty's orders, ſince you have 


40 fore you ſend a letter to the duke. 0 
Could wiſhing make one a good phyſician, 
«Jam convinced that your majeſty would be 
e cured the moment Ay had the honour of "IMP 
"_ e 
„To that moment 50 1 enen wich ea· 
60 « gerneſs, enthuſiaſm, and anger 


EL waited with the urmoſt impatience "i the | 
king s anſwer; but as it had not arrived on the 
16th of June, 1 thought i it neceſſary to commus. 
nicate my ſecret to the duke of York, begging 


him to make it known to the miniſters of his 


Britiſh majeſty, without whoſe conſent I could 
not be abſent from Hanover. Four days after, 
I received the following anſwer, which induced 
me to ſer out immediately for Porſdam., 


\ 


323 * 5 E%'$ N 
. W & 23 


% 
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£ \ — 


* DR. ZIMMERMANN, hs 
I WAS extremely happy to lhe by your 
A * letter of the 10th inſtant, which I have re- 
N B „ te * ceived, UE 


1 630 


te ceived, that you intend to come and ſtay 4 


& few days with me. I expect you, therefore, 


_ « and have ſent, along with this, a letter for the 


«duke of York, of which I ſpoke to you be- 
fore, and which you will be ſo kind as deliver 


to him, in my name; and may God take 
you under his holy and ſafe e 
4 e, ie, e nw 155 


: 6 "3 " F* 13 4 *% + 
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Having paſſed br A Brunſwick, 
Magdeburg, and Brandenburg, under the tile 


of a Ruſſian m merchant, I arrived at Potſdam on 


the night of the 23d. At the gate, I told my 
name to the officer on guard; but when he | 
| aſked me, according to cuſtom, whether Thad 
come to that city on my own private affairs, or 


in a public capacity, I told him that 1 viſited 


fhew it ro my ſpouſe, LY, 

Ba little before midnight, the door o my 
apartment, at the inn where 1 lodged, was ſyd- 
denly opened by a young officer belonging to 
ine firſt batralion of guards, who aſked me, in 
a very military tone, if 7 was there by the king 4 


-. order, This queſtion of the lieutenant I thought 
rather ſingular: *« Sir,” ſaid. 1, „do you aſk 
te that queſtion. in the name of the king?” Fes, 
n e 65, * & alas and n, 


the 


— 
1 


Potſdam merely as a traveller, in ec o 


the door Was a a ite mare. gently ban b 
had been opened. 
The king, who bad le en o 


bs brought to-him, the moment I arrived, was 


made acquainted, -next morning at four o'clock, 
with the anſwers, word for word, which I had 
given at the gate of the city, and at the inn. 
This circumſtance afforded me great pleaſure, 

as it enabled his majeſty to judge of my diſcre- 
tion, from what I had ſaid to his officers. I 
had afterwards ſeveral opportunities of giving 
him freſh proofs of my. prudence in this re- 
ſpect, with RON he pk a to be * 
well ſatisfied. 

June the inks was the firſt; cath the my 
terrible of all thoſe days which I paſſed with 
his majeſty, I may venture to ſay, that it wass 
one of the moſt painful and diſagreeable I ever ' 
experienced. None of thoſe which J afterwards 
ſpent with Frederic had the leaſt reſemblance 
to it; they all flowed on OA and wichaut 
the leaſt uneaſinefſss. lr nt 


At fix in the morning, his benni 62 6 
tell me, that he was informed of my arrival at 


Potſdam, and that he wiſned to fee me in two 
hours. With ſome emotion, though cool and 
collected, I repaired, at half after ſeven, to 
Sans- Saul: but when 1 came to the gate " 
$3. 0108 — - Nw 25 


5 


Brandenburg, near the Egyptian obeliſc, which 


ſtands on a ſmall mount, I could not help im- 
Ploring ehe Divine aſſiſtance: no one, perhaps, 


ever prayed with ſo much fervour upon that 


eminence. When I reached the habitation of 
the greateſt of kings, I found myſelf ſurrounded 


. by the moſt auguſt tranquillity, and I perceived 
nothing, far or near, but calmneſs and ſolitude. 


An officer of the king's houſehold, a perſon 


with whom 1 was not acquainted, conducted 
me to the office of the private ſecretaries, to 


which the cabinet counſellors are accuſtomed 
to go every morning at day-break ; and there 


* * 


he deſired me to wait for his majeſty's valet de 


chambre, who would introduce me to him. 


Whilſt I was waiting, he remained with me, 
5 and we began a very ſingular converſation. He 
told me, that he was requeſted by ſeveral peo- 
ple of Berlin, who wiſhed to conſult me, to aſk 


how long I would remain at Potſdam, and if I 


would come to the former city, He told me 


alſo, that he had in his pocket a poem, written 


by madam Karchin, on my arrival at Fotſdam. 
I écould not, undoubtedly, have obſerved 
greater ſecrecy on any buſineſs than 1 did, both 
at Hanover, and on the road, reſpecting that 
which had called me to Potſdam. How then,” 


maid: * o OT can it be poſſible, that 
1631 1 | ce madam | 


8 7 
"Cat 23 
0 —__ Karchin has already written a poem 
« on my arrival 5 My conductor, however, in- 
formed me that all Berlin had known ſome 
weeks before of the king's having invited me to 
ſee him; aud that, as 1 had not come ſooner, it 
| had been ſpread abroad, that I had written that 
J was at Pyrmont, and could not comply with 
his wiſhes. All this aſtoniſhed me fo much the 
more. as I con ſidered myſelf, at Sans-Souci,'to be 
in the moſt ſecret. place in the world. The 
r matter was at length cleared up, in the 
moſt natural manner; for the neus of the king 
N having ſent for Me had paſſed through that 
channel by which every thing in the world is 
conveyed. A lady of very diſtinguiſhed rank, 
ſiſter to a nobleman who had an opportunity of 


knowing, chat his majeſty had wrote to me, 


learned this intelligence under the ſeal of ſe- 
crecy, and had, in the ſame manner, entruſted 

it to the whole city of Berlin.—“ But tell me, 

oh ſir,” ſaid I, if you pleaſe, how the king i is, 
ce and who is his phyſician ?”—* The king,” 


py replied he, 977 18 e ver y ill; and, at preſent, one 


of his huſſars in waiting is his phyſician.? 
“One of his huſſars in waiting his phyſician ' 
added IJ. Yes, fir,” continued he; “ and 
« ſometimes: his majeſty is his own phyſician; ; 
6 "Ty hues. is his ai valet de chambre 
. | RY” © his. 


— 


% 0% 


6 © his name is Schoening —Stop ; here he comes 


to conduct you to the king.” 


Mr. Schoening ſaluted me very politely, | as! 
in a grave manner, and with much reſerve. 
Concluding, very juftly, that next to his ma- 
jeſty it was of ſome importance to be on a good 


* footing with him, after I had recovered myſelf 


a little, 1 did and faid every thing that my 
knowledge and the experience I had acquired 
of mankind, during the courſe of my life, could 
dictate, i in order to gain over this buffar. e, 
1 found Mr. Schoening to be a ſenſible, pru- 
| dent man, who ſpoke well, with much ſhrewd- 
neſs and freedom; and who appeared to be 
perfectly acquainted with Frederic. He did not 
conceal from me, that he was an intimate 
friend of profeſſor Selle, the phyſician whom 
the king. had diſmiſſed a little before. This 
confeſſion greatly increaſed the good opinion 1 
had already formed of him; becauſe ſuch frank 
neſs is not uſual among courtiers. However, 
as it could not be very agreeable to him to ſee 
a ſtranger called in to attend his majeſty, in the 
room of his friend, I thought it neceſſary to 
be very cautious in my converſation with him. 
Having followed Mr. Schoening as far as the 
laſt anti- chamber, I ſaw there, above a com- 
| mode, two wy large portraits of che emperor 
| * 25 


a . 


15 7 * 2 e 
Joſeph II. which 1 had remarked in 1771. 
The remembrance of thoſe ſenſations which 1 
experienced when I aſcended the little hill, and 
of the reflection that then occurred to me, 


Py diffipated all my fears; and in this ſituation of 


mind I entered the apartment of the king, 
whom I found ſitting in a large elbow chair, 
with his back turned towards that fide of the 
toom by which I had entered. He had on his 
| head a large hat, very much worn, ornamented 
* a plume of feathers equally. ancient; and 
his dreſs. conſiſted of a ſurtout, of ſky blue ſa- 
tin, all bedaubed, and tinged of a browniſh 
| yellow colour before, with Spaniſh ſnuff. He 
wore boots ; and reſted one of bis Jegs, which 
was very much ſwelled, upon a ſtool ; while the 
ether hung down. to the floor. When he per- 
ceived me, he pulled off his hat, in a very po- 
lite and affable manner; and in a mild tone of 
voice ſaid, & 1. return you many thanks, ſir, 
« for your kindneſs in coming hither, and fox 
W the ſpeed with which you have performed 
ce your journey.“ I vas perfectly ſenſible that 
my journey bad not been performed with very 
great diſpatch; but, reflecting that his majeſty 


could not be ignorant that, in the dry ſeaſon, _ 


one muſt be ſtopped every moment in the ſands 


of Brandenburg, and that poſt horſes are 


„ | wretched 


6 * by } 0 " i, 
| wretched animals, I did not think it neceffary 
to make any apology for my delay. The duke 

« of York,” aid 1, requeſted me to deliver 

| 7 this letter to your majeſty.” 00% 3 0 

PFPrederic read the letter, and our converſion 
2 began in the wenne manner; * bo 

249% - FazpzC.( boyos 1 t 
E Ju am ech les to the __ os: * York, fo | 

e . to come hither. 5 
Tee daes tene d e h 

The hides! betas wiſhes, as 2 4 28 1 

a. that wy Jourtiey may k be ſerviceable to your | 


| majeſty. | 0 1 E ! 
71 Aach Hi eee | 1015s wol © 58 
„Hor does the duke of Barb i 00d! now} © 
SAYIN 5 45009 PZrMMERMANN. ot Iv aw 
very well —HHe is 177 no 2 weh, and 
* of ſpirits. Ce TY 4 


e e eee 
alt love the duke of barns as s renderly ws a 1 


ther can n love 4 (66. 


4 
132 
4 I 


ra air chi 4 
The duke: of York 1 is fully fobble of the 

value of the good opinion which, Your majeſty 
entertains of him. A 2 

7 | 5.59 190 T1900 
| | Fazbanic. | 5 

Lenke l am very ill, F 


\ 


„% EI 
| eee 
: Tous mazeli s eye is as good as when I had 
| the honour of ſeeing you here: fifteeti years. ago. 
I obſerve not the leaſt diminution in that fite, 


And vigour, with which your e 8 . : 


were then animated. a nn iow} e 


k a 
; Ls N Fazpunic base a 
Oh! I am grown, very old, and 1 find erer 
extremely Wu, is on bs 
a | ZIMMERMANN... ates Mb 
Germany and Europe are not ſenſible of your 
85 On age, 1 illneſs, | Cos 


0 : 9. 
| * 2 Sa. 
1 W a 5 * 84 : 4 
: 2 q . Ic 4 * _ * wt 
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FnED ERIC. 1 1 
My occupations go on in their uſual t train. 


ZIMMERMANN. a5 with 


5 el riſes at four in the morning, 
and * that you prolong and double lite. | 


W 0 
”Y 5 not riſe; for I never go to bed—I an 


the whole night! in this * W in Lag Oy. 
now ſee me.. 


t 2 
%'7 


Zen. 2 
Your majeſty wrote to me, that for ſeven, 


months you have found gear, difficulty. in, 
ne 


FaxbzEkxic. Ky 5 
1am Miri, but not dropſical X60 fee, 
e that my legs are much'ſwollen. 


ZIMMER- 


— — — rooms * 
* — 


. 
— e 3 
avid your majeſty yori. me to eramine 


your legs 2 little cloſer ? 


Mr. Schoening being called to ; pul off his 
Majelty s boots, 1 kneeled down, examined his 


legs, the ſwelling of which extended as far as 


the e er held my tongue. 


1 Fk RDIR TLC. 
1 have no dropſy. 


| 88 ZIMMERMANN. 120 5 
A ſwelling of the legs is often joined with an 


aſthma. Will your majeſty permit me, to feel 
5 your ner N £ 


— 


ä 
My belly is big, becauſe 1 am noodle agg 


„ There is certainly no water in it. 


ZiMMERMANN. 


1 is indeed diſtended, but it. is not hard. 
May I take the _ of feelibg Your * Io 


| pulſe? 


His wt which: x was full and ſtrong, indi- 
cated a conſiderable degree of fever—He was 


much oppreſſed, and coughed Wot OO: 


remiſſion. 
1 


„„ eee 
n Fx DE- 


1 


o 


FnnDInie. 
a It is impoſſible to cure me. 1 
3 ZDIERMA NM... 
Bur your majeſty may at leaſt be e relieved: | 
FREDERIC. 


What would] you adviſe me to do? ? 


ZIMMERMANN. 
- At preſent nothing.—I will go :mmediacely 
and learn from your walet de chambre the whole 
 . hiſtory of your diſorder, and read all that your 
majeſty's phyſicians have written or the ſubject; 
after which I ſhall have the honour of telling 
| you my ſentiments. 


% 


FRED Ric. 
YE has is proper—Schoening knows the whole, 
The king then taking off his hat, with much 
politeneſs, ſaid, © I thank you once more for 
your goodneſs in coming hither.—Be ſo kind 
« as to return to-morrow at three,” : 
Having returned with Mr. Schoening to be 
private ſecretary's office, without the caſtle, 1 
did not diſcloſe my ſentiments reſpecting 
© the king's diſorder; but I had no reaſon to 
doubt that his caſe was decidedly. dropſical. 
The ſtate of his breaſt appeared alſo to be very 
ſuſpicious; not only on accobnt of the oppreſ- 
pity 2 "might be n to ſome ſeparate 
5 8 6 ies a 


| a3: 
cauſe, and of the water which might be accu- 
mulated; but becauſe his majeſty's fever and 
cough made me apprehend an abſceſs. What 
I told the king, concerning the little change 
which I obſerved in him ſince 1771, was true; 
but that however ſaid very little. His viſage 
was not only emaciated and thin, but appeared 
of that pale yellow colour, which always indi- 
cates a depravation of the fluids and ſolids ; 
and which, in the like caſes, is always a very 
unfavourable ſymptom. His hands were alſo 
diſcoloured and dry; his belly was greatly 
ſwelled; and his legs were not only in the ſame 
condition, as much as legs could be; but the 
ſwelling, as I have already ſaid, extended even 
to the thighs. | . 
All the papers concerning the king's ſtate 
were laid before me, by Mr. Schoening. They 
cConſiſted of a great number of letters, written 
by profeſſor Selle to the huſſar who acted as 
his majeſty's valet de chambre. This able phy- 
fician kept up a daily correſpondence with him, 
reſpecting the ſtate of his majeſty's health; 
but with all the caution and nn neceſ: 
ſary for fo delicate a taſk. | | 00 
Mr. Schoening then ſhewed me a en 
dence between Mr. Selle, the king's firſt phyſi- 


Ou, Mr. Cothenius, his body phyſician, in 
which 


loan.” 
1 80 both parties at laſtdiſplayed a little ad 5 


I ſaw, by theſe letters, that Mr. Selle had with 


great ſagacity obſerved and treated his majeſtys 
caſe, from firſt to laſt, I learned alſo, that the } 
king had not taken the remedies preſcribed for 8 
him, though the beſt that could be adminiſtered, 
and the moſt ſuitable for his diſorder, above 
once or twice; and that he was a ſworn enemy 
to medicines of every kind, except to a digeſ- 
tive powder compoſed of rhubarb, Glauber's 
ſalts, and a few other trifling ingredients, in 
which alone he had any faith. I learned too that 
no idea could be formed of the exceſs which the 
king allowed himſelf in his food; that his cooks 
were obliged to ſeaſon all his diſhes in ſuch a 
manner, as was enough to deſtroy his ſtomach;  - 
that thoſe which were moſt difficult of digeſtion 
were his greateſt favourites; that he was paſ- 
ſionately fond of Pruſſian peas, which are un- 
doubtedly the hardeſt in the world, and would Þ} 
conſequently be conſidered: as coarſe even in 
Lower Saxony and Weſtphalia; that this regimen 
was the cauſe of thoſe complaints and vomitings 


wWunhich often came upon him after dinner, and 


of thoſe fits of the colic that attacked him ſe- 
veral times every week; and that nobody durſt 
venture to remonſtrate with him on this ſub- 
ject: that when his phyſicians Selle, Cohen | 

5 | Freſe, 


* — 
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Freſe, and Theden, had Wees upon him to 
try any remedies, he would never deviate from 
his uſual mode of living: that ſometimes he 
would praiſe a medicine, after he had taken the 
firſt doſe; but after the ſecond, when attacked 


by his qualms, colic, and vomiting; or when 


he had paſſed a bad night, he always blamed. 
the remedy which had been adminiſtered to 


him: that he railed then in a terrible manner 
againſt phyſicians and their art; and that, after 


having harangued the former as the king of 
Pruſſia, he immediately diſmiſſed them: that 


after he had ſent away his phyſicians, he con- 


fined himſelf wholly to his regimen, and a few 
inſignificant remedies of his own: that his diſ- 


order had by theſe means increaſed to ſuch a x2] 


degree ; and that it would probably continue | 
the ſame td the end, 


Such was the account which I received from 


22 Mr. Schoening. Every thing that he rold me 


ſeemed to be ſtamped with the ſeal of truth, 


OE hid had convincing proofs the ſame day, 


and for ſome days following. Though I found 


little encouragement in Mr. Schoening's rela- 
tion, yet, on account of the favourable recep- 


tion which I had met with from his majeſty, 


and the truſt I had in Providence, whoſe gra- 
bious aſſiſtance has, i in the courſe of my life, 


— 


deliyered 


(n „ 
delivered me from fo many dangers, I returned 
quietly, and contentedly, from Sans-Souri to 

Potſdam, without anticipating in thought what 
was about to befal me the ſame day. I was to 
piſlit his majeſty at three: at half after twelve, . 
when I was juſt going to fir down to table, one 

of the king's chaſſeurs came to tell me, that 

his majeſty deſired to ſee me as ſoon as Thad 
dined.— Without dining, I immediately fer, 
out, and hurried as faſt as I could to Sans-Souct. .. 
In aſcending the little hill before- mentioned, 
a coach, in which were count Lucheſini and 
general Gbckte, the king's uſual gueſts at table, 
croſſed the road before me, in its way from the 
palace. This alarmed me a good deal; be- 
cauſe his majeſty, in general, never finiſhed his 
dinner ſo ſoon. On my arrival, I learned from 
Mr. Schoening, that, from morning till noon, - 
the king had coughed without interruption; 
that he had a violent oppreſſion; and that he 

expectorated a prodigious quantity of blood. 
On the firſt view, his majeſty's ſituation ſeemed 
to be highly alarming: he could not ſpeak 5+ 
coughed very much, and at every fit the: blood 
flowed from his mouth. He could not breathe | 
but after violent and painful efforts.” I even 
thought every moment that my auguſt patient 
would be ſtifled: ſometimes he could not ſit 
1 8 G 2 | „ 


25 20 * Wh 1 
in . eaſy Wes but was obliged to ſtand up. . 
All his. ſtrength ſeemed to be exhauſted, and 


his head hung down, reſting on his breaſt. Soon 
alter he ſuffered himſelf to drop into his eaſy 


chair, where he immediately fell aſleep: his 


face became agitated by convulſive motions; 
from time to time a rattling. noiſe was heard 


in his throat; and his pulſe was full, quick, 
and ſtrong, but at the ſame time regular. 
I ſtood a long time near him, before he could ; 


utter a ſingle ſyllable, and before I could ſpeak 


to him.. Every moment he appeared as if about 
to be ſuffocated; and the firſt words which 
he ſaid were, © With all this, I have a violent 


colic.” Scarcely had I returned an anſwer, / 
when he again fell aſleep, and when the rattling | 
in his throat and the convulſive motions re- 
turned. A violent fit of coughing ſoon rouſed 9250 


him from his ſleep, and the blood. began ta 
flow from his mouth as before, This melan- 
choly ſcene continued half an hour, when his. 
majeſty found himſelf a little better: I aſked - 
permiſſion to preſcribe ſomething for his relief, 
which occaſioned the following converſation ; 


FREDERIC. | 
War do you intend to do ? 


Cor) 


l 


\ 


re relieve your breaſt, + and 80 the ing 
of blood. 

A 8 1 FüEDRRIC. | 

Tbe dg of blood is nothing; 1 expec- | 

- torated fully as much in'the war of ſeven years; 
What muſt I do for my colic? ©... 


1 58 | Z1MMERMANN:. 
You muſt take a clyſter. 7 


| Fazbeac. _ 
| kt will Son go off like a piſtol- wot; but, 
however, I will try your remedy. de muſt 
be done beſides ? : | | | 


i ZinmzAM AH. \ 5 
Every ching poſſible muſt be done, to caſe 
your breaſt, without irritating the colic. , Your 
majeſty. muſt take ſal ammoniac with oxymel. | 


 FaEDERIE. 
. is of no ſervice to me. What will 
the ſal ammoniac do? | 


ZIMMERMANN. | | 7 { 1 4 
It will cool and eaſe your breaſt, which is 
wee and will not irritate the colic; 


'Fxepane. * / 4d 

Order ſorne ſal ammonĩac for me; and er 
wards tell me if you are at preſent well i in- 83 
formed my caſe. 9 
1 3 _ , Zane | 


| EP : 1a 3 
| © ZIMMERMANN: 
| Lam indeed: but I wiſh your majeſty wal 
be pleaſed to allow me to ſend to Berlin for 
profeſſor Selle, in order that we may concert 
a plan for the treatment of your diſorder. Selle 
1s: better acquainted with your caſe than any 
one: ſince the beginning of it he has judged 
well, and 135 en, W, e —__ ad- 
vice. 
With terrible looks, 3 eyes, his head 
Ill. raiſed up, and a voice ſuch as I never heard in 
Il my life, his majeſty replied, * cc © Lexpected that 
A plan from you.” 


| Fe 
ZIMMERMANN. 


1 will afterwards lay this plan before your 
| majeſty. At preſent I muſt endeavour, as much 
as poſſible, to | relieve the Kane of the mo- 
I ment. 5 125 
| All the king” 8 -firevath' appeared to be ex- 
3 hauſted by this converſation. He ſoon aſter 
| fell into the ſame ſtate of profound ſleep, his 
- head leaning on his breaſt, and convulſions | 
i appeared in his countenance as before. 
His majeſty held in one of his hands a white 

handkerchief, which appeared as if it had been 

dipped, in blood, It was of conſiderable im- 
. Portance to know. whether, there was not ſome 
un: mixed with the. blood... Seeing, therefore, 


a White 


2 1 | 

4 White handkerchief on the table near me, 1 
took it up with one band, and with the other 
gently drew towards me that which the king 
held, when he ſuddenly awoke, raiſed up his 
head, and darted a furious look at me; but 
very luckilyche ſoon dropped bis head again; 
and fell faſt aſleep. I then put into his hand, 
with a little more precaution, the handkerchief 
I had taken from the table; and on examin- 
ing that which 1 took in exchange, T- found - 
| pure blood with a very little phlegm, but ne 
pus at all. The king remained a long time 
7 dozing, and” always ſeemed to breathe with 
much difficulty: While he was in that ſtate, 
the ſal ammoniac was brought; and Frederie 
| having at length awoke, I ſaid, “ Here is the 

fal ammoniac.“ He ſnook his head, took the 
falt which I gave him, had a clyſter adminiſter- 
ed, and again flept for an hour : but the con- 
vulſive motions in his face ſtill continued, 


During theſe painful moments, I was the oni 


perſon with. che king, While one or two huffars 
attended in the anti- chamber. I conſidered my- 
1 ſelf then as in an auk ward Gtuation—a ſtranger, 
and alone with the king of Pruſſia, who ap- 
« peared to be angry. with me on the firſt day - 
of. my arrival, before I had time to ſay or do 


7 any thing of importance, and fearing every | | 


% 


1 C4 moment 


TS) 

moment to ſee the hero SLA the eighteenth 5 
century had ſo often dreaded at the head of his 
armies, and always admired, expire before my | 
eyes, and in my arms. Thoſe who have been in 
imminent danger, or in alarming agitation of 
mind, will eaſily comprehend. what: 1 en 
upon this occaſion. - 
The day was remarkably warm; the TER 
ran down my face in torrents; and I ſhould ' 
. certainly, if poſſible, have perſpired blood. 
Finding myſelf alone with this awfully great 
prince, ſurrounded by the moſt ſolemn tran- 


auillity, 1 indulged thoughts and reflections 


which in turns diſtracted me, and inſpired me 

with courage. Sometimes 1 fixed my eyes up- 
on the king; ſometimes on a ſuperb buſt of 
white marble and agate, which ſtood upon the 
chimney- piece oppoſite: to his bed, and which 
brought to my mind that paſſage of his Epiſtle 
+4; Marſhal Keith, where he ſays, 


1 Virtua Mark A 15 20 0 
An example for mankind. 
My here, and my model. 


"Without ſtirring from my place, 1 del = 
every thing that appeared remarkable in the 
king, and even in his apartment. With his 
| oy 21922 was A little Sean he had on 

| es his 


1 


3 . 
Mi left hand two rings, each conſiſting 26 a: 
very. large ſingle brilliant: on the left he wWore 
another ring leſs coſtly, but which, was value. 
able for a different reaſon; it was à green | 
chryſopraſus from Sileſia, which he wore. as a 
memorial of his conqueſt of that large duchy. 
Oppoſite to che door of the king's. apartment, 
which was open, I beheld a beautiful portrait 
of the emperor Joſeph II. It appeared that his 
majeſty had cauſed it to be put in the above 
poſition, that he might never loſe "9k oF 5. 
great and enterpriſing a monarch. ti 2 ee 
| Afterwards recovering myſelf, 5 mit 
to my uſual ſituation, I reflected on the honour 


T had in being called as a phyſician to attend 


the greateſt of kings. Thinking on the je- 
louſy. which this honour would excite in the 
minds of thoſe who are vexed to ſee others 
accompliſh that glorious end to which they are 
not able to attain, I ſaid to myſelf, © If they felt 
all the uneaſineſs and all the tears which 1 | 
now experience, I am certain they would be 5 
far from envying my condition. ee e 875 
I u was not, however, apprehenſive of en 
"ke king expire that day, becauſe he had not the 
pulſe of a dying perſon, which convinced me. 
that, notwithſtanding every unfavourable. ap- 
e the vital engen was not exhauſtedꝰ 


5 C and 


— 


! 
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we) becauſe l flattered myſelf that this Wiki 
might be periodical, and conſequently" more 
alarming than dangerous. e 

"Whilſt I was abſorbed in theſe rohevichs 
his majeſty was awaked by another very violent 
fit of «coughing, and a dreadful oppreſſion. AS 
ſoon as he was able to ſpeak; he ſaid, . This 
fal-ammoniac does not afford me any relief: * 
will take my digeſtive powder.” This powder 
was compoſed of cream of tartar, nitre, and 
crabs eyes. I replied; that it would do very 
well: it would open and relieve his belly. He 


then took his digeſtive powder; and at the ſame 


time a great quantity ef letters were brought 
to him open, which contained the replies he had 
given that morning to all the diſpatches he Had 
received from foreign countries, and from his 
own ſtates. Theſe letters were laid upon a 
table, cloſe to the ſide of his majeſty's eaſy 
chair; and, notwithſtanding his exhauſted 
ſtate and great weakneſs, he drew them all 
towards him, and began to read them. I re- 
tired ſome paces backwards, as far as the door 
of the anti- chamber, while his majeſty read all A 
theſe letters, which were probably very ſhort, 
and with a trembling hand afterwards ſigned 
them. When this buſineſs was over, I again 
Den before his majeſty, who ſaid a few 
iS N words 


4 RES 0 27 
words to me reſpecting his ſituation: after 
which he fell aſleep, alternately dozing and 
coughing; but he expectorated a much ſmallet 
quantity of blood. Being alone above an hour, 
with Frederic always aſleep, I continued my 


meditations: but however terrible this ſcene 
might be, it ſtill extibized! Laer which 
gave me courage. He. | 

e If Jean extricate mytelf Kagritly Boe this | 
f polaful ſituation—if can obtain,” ſaid J, with 
a kind of enthiifiaſin, '« the confidence of this 
terrible prince, I ſhall be embarraſſed with no- 
ting that may happen to me in the courſe of 
my life. I ſhould not be afraid of preſenting 
myſelf before all the great men in the world, 
and of looking them boldly in the face.“ Some 
times, when the king recollected himſelf, he 
addreſſed a few words to me. He then had 
ſome ſtools; the intervals of his being awake 
were longer; his breathing became freer ; and 

he told me that his colic had left him. 

For four hours I was at this fatiguing poſt; '/ 
when his majeſty' diſmiſſed me, | with theſe 

Words: Return 10-morrow- Wong? at n poſt 

Ax. | USSY 

June 2 FA When 3 in . king's 

anti - chamber, at the appointed time, his 

ſecond: huſfar gave me a houſing” crete 

8 1 in 


38+} 
| in 3 3 told me that his majeſty 
wiſhed me to know that chis ſum was intended 
| | to pay the expences of my journey from Ha- 
| nover to Potſdam; and that ] ſhould receive a 
3 thouſand more for eee bolt div 
4 Having advanced towards the Linas: he re- 
Jus: me very graciouſly, and with much po- 
l liteneſs, and appeared to be in very good hu- 
W mour. I have flept much better than I ex- 
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peed,” ſaid: he; “and I find myſelf quite 
il different from what I was yeſterday.” He in- 
dieed coughed very little, and threw up ſcarcely 
any blood; his breaſt was eons and, his pulſe 
very regular. 
When I thanked inn for the eb 1 5 N 
received; he replied, “T he obligation is on my 
105 for your kindneſs in coming hither,” T? 
We afterwards converſed on the ſtate in which 
his majeſty then found himſelf. At preſent,” 
faid I, © it would be beſt, in my opinion, to 
continue cooling remedies, and to take care that 
your belly be kept open.” The king appeared 
to acquieſce, and diſmiſſed me in a very gen- 
reel and polite manner, ſaying, Be ſo kind as 
return after dinner, at three. N 
I waited upon his majeſty according to ap- 
pointment, and he converſed above half an 
hour, without ſaying a ſingle word reſpecting 


4 
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bis ſituation... He was cheerful ; 3 in very vo 
humour; from time to time brought up a little 
blood; and talked, without interruption, of * 
the Engliſh and French literature. A "_— * 
our converſation I hall mention. 


x 


& Fabi: 
Locke and Newton were, of all men, the 
FOR thinkers : but the French underſtand 


much better than the Engliſh the manner of i 
| expreſſing things well, 9 


| ZIMMERMANN. = 

The Engliſh language is, without double; 
very proper for treating of philoſophy, and the 
higher branches of ſcience': but the parliament 
always ſees ſome. new Demoſthenes ſtart up in 

its boſom. The Engliſh language is adapted 

alſo for the ſimple and noble ſtyle of hiſtory ; 
and for works of humour and pleaſantry, i it is x 

inferior to no language whatever. 


FaeDxrIc. _— 
Pan and Hume are hiſtorians of we T 
firſt claſs; 1 9 88 them both very much, 


2 ZIMMERMANN. | 
Gibbon is, „ ſuperior to either of | 
them. All the beauties and dignity that the 
hiſtorical ſtyle is ſuſceptible of, are united in 
Gibbon. His periods have an-enchanting har- 
1.3 55 1 3 ä 


1 


and then took a ſurvey of the German litera- 
ture. | 4 


tion in each other; and this produces ſome 


3 c 30 


mony, and all his thoughts are deep and ner- 
—A DING . A 


2 


| Faxzommic. 

What has Gibbon written? 

1 explained in a few words the contents of 
Gibbon's work, on the decline and downfall of 
the Roman empire. The king ſuffered me to 
go on a long time, without interruption; ſeem- 
ed to liſten with much attention and pleaſure S 


* 


Fzg. RED ERIC. 
How do the ſciences go on in Hanover: I 


| ZIMMERMANN. - 
We have ſome men of talents at Hanover, 
who, without ſhewing it, rouſe a f. pirit of emula- 


intereſting ſparks of genius every year. The 
Hanoverians are indebted to Gottingen for their 


knowledge and improvement. . 


FREDERIC.. | 
Gottingen is much celebrated; but there is 
not a Hanoverian amongſt its profeſſors. 


, ZIMMERMANN. | 7 
Several of the greateſt men in Germany are 
ſettled, and teach at Gottingen. There are 
ſeveral very celebrated profeſſors there, who 
ee ee ee ks 


| WOT 5 RY 85 
are Hanoverians. by birth : for n Mei- 
ners and Wriſberg. | 


Finn e 

| ol * W he wrote a very good ook 7 
| on Swiſferland. „ | 
| ZiInURMANx. 

It is an excellent work, and written with a al 
true attachment to Swiſſerland, although it has 
been much condemned in all the thirteen can- 
| tons. 1 | ry CC 
We then e for a for minutes, of _ 
Suillerland, Haller, and other learned men of 
-  . that country. The king ſpoke of Haller with 
much reſpect, a proof that he had never read 

his Ufong; and afterwards gave his opinion, 
which was far from deing 2 neee 
of ſome other literat. | 

At length his majeſty faid, hh mwah RY 
_ nels, Sir, I wiſh to ſee you __ to- morrow. 
morning, at eight.“ i} 

Fune 26th, The king was din . 


polite, and in the beſt humour * Our: 
Gi converſation was as follows. 


1 


| FREDERIC. 
Have you wrote out the plan according 0 


| Which my diſorder i is to be tee! nk 
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T ZIMMERMANN. 5 

"os fire; but I have it in my head; REY if. 
your majeſty will permit me, ſhall have the 
- honour of ang} it to . in a few 
words. | 

FREDERIC. 
| Say whatever you pleaſe. 


© ZIMMERMANN. | 
ren majeſty has many obſtructions, ahve 
cially i in the viſcera of the lower belly: we muſt, 


therefore, endeavour to diſſolve all thoſe ob- 
ſtructions, to eſtabliſh a free circulation of the 
humours, and to evacuate, as much as poſſi- 
ble, all ſuperfluities, without leſſening your 


ſtrength. Your majeſty muſt take nothing at 
preſent but a gentle, diſſolvent, opening and 


purgative medicine; afterwards we may ad- 


miniſter more active diſſolvents and evacuants, 


and ſupport them by ſtrengthening remedies. 


This is my whole plan; I know of nothing 
W 
. FngprRie. 
You intend' then to cure me ? 
ZIMMERMANN. 
15 intend to relieve your majeſty, if you will 


late. patience, and allow me the neceſſary time. 
A patient relieved is half cured, | 


+ 1 —_ 777 
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e Re | Fx ERIC. N | = Yo 
-- In that you are right : : but what a0 you in- | 
re? to give -me ? „ 
; ZIMMERMANN. 3 UA Rn 
2 very ſimple, common remedy, known to 
every body, and uſed formerly by the Greeks 
and the Romans: the; juice of 9 boiled 
5 to hs, conſiſtence of honey. 
FskD ERIC. 7 
3 do not know that plant. 


* 4 


5 718 - Z1IMMERMANN-.. 8 
It may be found in all the meadows i in the 
ſpring. | | "Rb 
THe Ns 


1 would gladly Know. for what lion this plane 25 3 


3 Sil 3 chat remedy. 
His majeſty added, with much good wo! 


Adieu, my dear fir; I will follow all your or- 
ders. 1 „ 
5 W 8ST Mas 


was created. EY 1 
REES ZIMMERMANN ( de ). = 
Pleaſe your WAYS we ſhall ſee har ſoon. = 

0  FaEDERIC. —_—_ 

But do you know this plant from your own 4 
experience? 1 \ | = 
3 Zina. .-.- 1:4. 
Les, from long and frequent experience. e 1 
„ REDERIC, . 1 i 

: 


5 
* n 7. % | 
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6 
Mr. Scheening, who was before the door of 
the chamber, which was open, and who had 
heard all our converſation, ſeemed much aſto- 
niſhed when I went out. I never;” ſaid he, 
. « ſaw the king ſo mild and tractable when me- 
dicines were preſcribed for him; and I believe 
he never in his life behaved with fo much po- 
liteneſs to a phyſician.” '—At four the ſame day 
T again viſited the king: he was till very polite 
and contented, and talked about an hour and a 
half with me on different ſubjects. Part of our 
convrtſation J can relate. 


— 


333 FREDERIC, | | 
Do you often ſee the duke of York 42 and 
what is your opinion of him? 


'- 


emen 
I ſee. the duke of York always When be hes. 
occaſion for me; and at any rate generally once 
a week. He behaves to me with much af 
fability and politeneſs : 1 am always happy 
when in his company. His Engliſh education 
has rendered him very caly of acceſs; and he 
is not acquainted with that haughty ftiffneſs 
which is ſo common among the princes of Ger- 
many. The duke of York never teaſed and tor- 
mented me, as the petty German princes teaſe 
and torment their phyſicians; his noble” foul 
brought no ober principles from England to 
| _ Hanover, 


a * i 


* 3 ) 
Hanover, than thoſe which are conliſtent with 


the rights of mankind: our manners have 
been new modelled after his ; conſequently he 
© has tended greatly to ſoften them, and fo has 
that young failor prince William Henry. He 
has baniſhed from Hanover, by his mildneſs 
and engaging manner, the ariſtocratic reſerve 
and exceſſive pride of aur nobility. It is much 
to be wiſhed that the ſons of our king would 
remain among us, in order that they might 
deſtroy and efface from among our nobles 
and. citizens the ancient Hanoverian manners, 
half Spaniſh, half German, which . War 
| already much ſoftened. 
5 Having found the ae of York. one morn- 
ing ſick, and aſking permiſſion from him to 
return in the evening, he replied, “ Come if 
you have nothing o of more importance to engage 
your attention.“ The duke of Tork is far 
from being ſo imperious and proud as many 
petty cits or gentlemen, who make their foot- 
men ſtyle them My Lord ; or as many tradeſ- 
men in Hanover and other cities. 


1 _  - FanperiIc. 1 
: 8 have always known that the — of 


Hanover had a great deal of the Spaniards - 


"Ways and 1 love the duke of York din more 
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for bringing about this reformation | in their 
| manners. 9 


ZIMMERMANN. h 
ite people of great worth would be highty 


gratified, did they know how much your ma- 
a nap the duke of York. et 


" FREDERIC.. 

| 1 love the lake of York very much. He i is 
highly accompliſhed for his age ; poſſeſſes g great 
politeneſs; and diſplays much knowledge. He 
is, beſides, extremely prudent, and behaves him- | 
ſelf well. A prince of ſo much merit ought to 
be greatly eſteemed; for, in general, /princes 
have no merit at all. I have often followed the 
duke of York in little things, where he could | 
not doubt that I obſerved him. © 

In thoſe little things, as a man is under no 
reſtraint, it is much eaſier to ſtudy his diſpoſition b 
than in matters of great importance, where he 
is on his guard, becauſe he knows that others 
have their eyes on him. I have always found 
the duke of: 1 ſuch as 2 viſhed | to find 


him. 
eee 


101 is impoſſible, ſire, to find any perſon more 
4 080 to your majeſty than the duke of Tork. 
He would willingly pay down his life to pre- 


ſerve yours. Tees” os © EE te; 
: Fazviric. 


627 9 


FakpkkIC. 
He knows how much I love him; and I hope 
in time he will become an able general. 
Before he diſmiſſed me, his majeſty pro- 


miſed that he would next morning take the 
juice of dandelion Which I had Preſerided for 


him. 


Fune 21th. When I a upon the kind | 


at eight in the morning, the remedy had not 
been taken; and I found in his majeſty no 


traces of thoſe good reſolutions which he had 
formed the day before. That docility, which 
afſtoniſhed Mr, Schœning ſo much, had entirely 
diſappeared. . As ſoon as I entered the apart- 


ment, his majeſty played off a battery of argu- 


ments againſt the juice of dandelion : but I. 
combated them all with the utmoſt freedom, 


which was indeed a taſk of no great difficulty. 
Our converſation reſpecting dandelion conti- 


nued ſtill to grow more animated, and ended! in 


the following n manner. 
FreDERIC. 


I told you before that I would take your 


medicine but once a day. 


1500 | ZIMMERMANN. 005 oe TRA 
In that caſe your _ will have a very. 
large doſe to take at once, © 
Dy. Fxxbraic. 
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FREDERIC,. 
| How much! ? 
ZIMMERMANN, Ry 
"ws or three ſpoonfuls. 


FRED ERIC. 
7 do not call that much. 


ZimMnERMANN. 
80 much the better. But two or three ſpoon- 
fuls of the juice of dandelion, taken at once, 
may occaſion e and even vomiting. | 


FrEDERIC. 


13 that we I will not take the dandelion. 


f 
ZIMMERMANN. 


What 1 ee perhaps will not happen. 
Your majeſty may begin by very {mall doles. . 


ErzDzrIc. 
That Gow method I diſlike. 


ZIMMERMANN». : rr - 
Your MEER may then take two ſpoanfuls. at 
firſt, with a little tennel water, which 1 is friend. 
* to the ſtomach. _ 5 


FREDERIC. 


| May I drink coffe® ſoon after? 


- 


| ZIMMERMANN» 5 
Half an 7 after. 


„ 


4 I 
| Farpenie. 
But is it not poſſible that dandelion may 
have loſt that virtue which it had in the time 
of the Greeks and the Romans ? 


— 


ZIMMERMANN. | | 
1 know that plant and its virtues, not from 
books alone; I have uſed the extract of it for 


thirty years ; every ſpring. J adminiſter, per- 
haps, more than one hundred pounds of it in 


all diſeaſes ariſing from obſtructions of the viſ-- 
cera. But, if what 1 ſay cannot conyince or 
perſuade your majeſty, I beg that, in taking 
my preſcription of dandelion, you will do with 
me as Alexander did with his phyſician, who 


according to report intended to poiſon him. 


Pleaſe to ſwallow this poiſon in my preſence ; 


let your majeſty then fix your eyes upon me, 


Ex 


and you will ſee that. I will not change counte- 


nance more than the phyſician of the gent 
Alexander. 


This pleaſantry ſeemed to make more -im- 


preſſion on the king, than all my medical reaſon- 
ing: he fell a laughiag in the moſt pleafant 
and agreeable manner and ſaid to me, in a re- 
ſolute tone, I will take your preſcription.” 


He then diſmiſſed me with—< Adieu, my 
jou fir. ; You will do me a pleaſure to return 
e 4 e r 
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after dinner at three, provided it be not in- 
convenient.“ b | 6 


Y 


FE DERIC. SET, 
(At three o'clock. But tell me, is it ir polible 
that at my age, after all the fatigues I have 
- undergone, and after ſo laborious a life, con- 
ſidering my preſent. ſufferings, I can 221 for 
the ſmalleſt relief? N nalge 


Enn tr 
le is poſſible to relieve you, 


FRED ERIC. - 


4 


* cannot enen i ti 1 
ZIMMERMANN, 
l believe it; becauſe the firſt day, when I 
* on your majeſty, you appeared the whole 
morning ſo weak and exhauſted, that I thought 
f it would be a very long time before you could 
recover any degree of ſtrength : but Wen eL 
entered your apartment next morning, trem- 
bling with apprehenſion, I found "em. 214555 
well in good ſpirits. | 


Fünbznte. 

"T's morrow morning I will take your dande- 

lion. | 

June 28th, Ar fix o'clock ii in the morning, . 
his majeſty, before he diſpatched the affairs 

of government, took two Jpooniule of the 

7 Juice 


zock of danken, with ty water. When 1 
arrived at eight, 1 learned wonders ſo great, 
that I could not venture to * either my eyes. 5 
or my II.. JAE UE | 

| Faxparic. | 8 
Font . my dear Mr. Zimmermann, 
is a medicinal courier, who, on the firſt orders, 
repairs with the utmoſt expedition to the place 
of his deſtination. He poſſeſſes great ſagacity; 
for he knows where the ſeat of the evil is: you 
hit the ſpot at which you take aim. 'You per- 
form miracles; for I am more relieved to-day 
than I ever was, by all the remedies hitherto 
given me. In ſhort, I find myſelf better than 
ever I did during the courſe of my diforder. b 


ZIMMERMANN. / - ; | 9 
I never forked a miracle, nor ever can; 
and I believe in none but thoſe which your ma- 
Jeſty performed during the war of ſeven years. 
You beſtow, fire, too much praiſe on my re- 
medy. Tou have reſted well laſt night; and 
you aſcribe to my medicine the relief ariſing 
from ſleep which has given you that vigour, 
courage, and confidence, by which vou are 
now animated. 


Freveric. 5 
| No—I am indebted for my relief to your 
3 remedy. . I have often ſlept well, without find- 


G vs ing 
” \ . 1 8 % 


8 


5 
ing myſelf better next morning. | Qblerve with 
what facility 1 1 breathe. 15 


| Fe majeſty ſpeaks quicker and Fed more 
3 caſe. 


Cn 


* 


E REDERIC. . 


_ My breaft has not e 1 * ber a long 
time. a oY 


ZIMMERMANN: 

Will your + majeſty permit me to make one 
obſervation | 9 ahep | * e | 
By your perſeverance, you have overcome 

your enemies; by your conſtancy in all your 
enterpriſes, you rendered poſſible what was 
thought impoſſible, and you acquired eternal 
glory. By the ſame conſtancy you may at pre- 
ſent alleviate your malady, and all your ſuffer- 
| FRED ERIC. 1 
m this remedy allay the frelling of my 
_Z1MMEPMANN-| : EIS: OY 
bee it will, if it operates by tool; but 


other remedies may do that afterwards, 


)) 
20 In what time vill the dandelion relle ye me ? 

-in two. a, magths 5 . 
| 21 — IY 


Hs . 
ph 414 ZiMMERMANN., 
In one month perhas 
After this converſation, the Ling diſmiſſed 

me in the moſt cordial manner, and with more 
ſatisfaction than ever. At three, when I return | 
ed, I found him equally contented ;” and he diſ- 

CS with me on different ſubjects. 


| F REDERIC, 3 5 on. 
You ebe with the empreſs of Rua! * 


ZIxMERMAN N. 


The empreſs ſometimes does me "oh honou 
60 write to me. | 


PxxDTRTC. | 
She coofalts you reſpecting her health 2 


ZIMMERMANN. ok 

She has not the leaſt occaſion, as ſhe enjoys 
perfect health Literature, humanity, and 
philoſophy, are the ſubjects of the letters which 
her majeſty is pleaſed to addreſs to me. 


FREDERIC. | 
ts however, known every where that the ö 
| empreſs | is ill. 


ZIMMERMANN. — |, + 

'T he empreſs knows. chat every body 1 imagine 
| fo: this often affords her an opportunity of in- | 
dulging in a little Fe In one of ber 


4 e £2 


a 0 44 bs t 
letters ſhe told me that her health coſt her 
fifteen pence year. | | 


1 


Reni Y -'Fazverc./ TIE \ 
The infokecton T have received, on e 5 
auh. 1s 897 different. 


ZIMMERMANN. | 
Tour majeſty knows better than any one 
how little dependance, in ſuch caſes, is to 
be placed on information apparently certain. 
I am fully convinced that what is reported, 
reſpecting the valetudinary ſtate of the empreſs, 
cannot be true; for ſhe expoſes herſelf to the 
greateſt fatigue. Laſt ſummer ſhe accom- 
pliſhed a Journey of two hundred and fifty 
German miles, in the higheſt ſpirits, and with 
the utmoſt compoſure, Good humour never for- 
ſakes her; and throughout the whole day her 
mind is engaged in the moſt active employ- 
ments. During her moments of relaxation, ſhe 
lately wrote two codes of laws; one for the 
Ruſſian nobility, and the other for the cities 
of her dominions. She has likewiſe undertaken 
to execute, with her own hand, an aſtoniſh- 
ing work, the intention of which is purely phi- 
loſophical : this work is a Comparative Gloſſary 
of all the languages, both original and deriv- 
ed, which are ſpoken in the Ruſſian empire. 
This year ſhe ſent me, as a preſent, ſeveral co- 
„„medies 


"A 45 A 1 5 

pay "ak full ha and humour, and deſtined to 
ridicule ſuperſtimon and religious quackeryꝰ. 

| FRED ERNI. ; Slollyr 1547 | 

OT 10% that the empreſs of Ruſſia is a vo- 

On of extraordinary genius -P. 
June 291b. The king was not 4 wel this 

„ Wöming as the day before; but Zap was no 
lels mild and good-tempered. Lohr © 008 Q 


Me * 474 VI 7 TY 28 
FREDERIC. 5 


You underſtand how-to amplity y. your art; ;I 
am very fond of ee in medicine. . 


= 4 


That 1s, becauſe your 06K is 5 


ed to execute the wandelt nn by the 
e means. 
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FrepeRIC, 
The more complex the machinery an 


* 0 guete le Aripon, n et le Aikido 4 0188 de 
fa Majeſte Þ Imperatrice de Rull, Berlin chez Nicolai, 1788. 


+ Frederic always entertained the ſame. opinion. After 

- his death, my friend count Lucheſini wrote to me, on the 
16th of September 1786, The empreſs of Ruſſia, at one time 
the friend of Frederic, and at another the rival of his glory, 
was always the ſubject of the diſcourſe and admiration of 
this fingular prince,” I ſhall ever remember, with pleaſure, 
the converſations which I had with him reſpecting this great 
and enterpriſing ſovereign; and when cireumſtances will per- 
mit me to undertake any work relative to the life of Fre- 
derie, 1 will not be afraid of diſpleaſing her by publiſhing it.“ 


eaten with other food. h 


- 


| *% 46 ) 
in any work, the greater danger there is that 
ſome parts of it may be —__ and Nn 
the whole. We” 
His majeſty dulce; his! come: by 
aſſuring me, that he would continue to take 
my remedy. At three after dinner, I found him 
till very cheerful and in good humour. He 
had, however, an hour before, . again * 
tacked * the colic. > 


. FPnxbaic- W 
$f The colie is owing to my 1 eaten tos 
much oe at dinner, 


e ate not c fo hureful . as ben 2 


Fg 2b ERIC. : 
. Do you Lnow the ſmall green African melon, 
the pulp of which is white ? It ſurpaſſes every 
n * in ee flavour, aud taſte. 


* 8 i 1 
* 


ZIMMERMANN. 
We have not that melon at Hanover, though 
we have all W fruits, 38-fycevlene. as 5075 7 


— 5 . 


S en abr it 5 aronls pwr 
| To-morrow 1 will ſend” you' ſome of cheſe 
melons, and you will then ſee how ent 
it is to n en. 


* * - n 
4 5 g . 
— ; . * 4 i ths : * 
- Tg k | * ; 
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June hs morning Wu majeſty. » was 
again in very good humour, and 1 took advan- 
tage of that opportunity to ſpeak to him re- 
ſpecting bis diet. He aſſigned ar reaſon for every 
thing he did ; converled very rationally on a 
proper regimen ; and aſſured me that he would 
obſerve it with che urmoſt attention; that he 
would abſtain from what was hurtful and of bad 
| digeſtion ; and that he would be contented with 
only - taſting each din. He chen recurred to 
melons, and told me that at noon he would 
ſend me one from his table, which he did. 


When we had converſed ſome time on diet, his 


majeſty turned the converſation to other 0b. 
A | es e 


„ 44 — 2 . 
Fg * 


mma 10 Hag a 1 


"Do's you find much change in Parfdarp, 10. 
you ſaw it fifteen years ago? 


ZIMMERMANN. 
Jes ſince that period your majeſty * 
cauſed a great number of new buildings to be 
erected. The city is'orharmiented in every quar- 
ter. I often imagine that I am at Rome, 
Vicenza, or Venice, and not in Germany. Be- 


fides palaces, the fmall houſes, which your ma- 


| jeſty has cauſed te be built, pleaſe me very 
much, If individuals poſſeſſed good taſte, and 
were fond of it, they might eaſily i imitate that 
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manner of building. I greatly wiſh that our 
architects of Lower Saxony would come hither 
to learn their trade. Architecture there 1s 
_ Mll in its infancy. It appears to me that theſe 
pretty little houſes would not coſt more than 
our wooden boxes at Hanover: beſides, their 
decorations are of ſuch 4 nature as to reſiſt the 
inclemencies | of the weather. e | 


5s 


; Their decorations are - of cut None, if you 
| 1 <q 40 bn 
05 e e 
A abſerve — T have committed A. blunder 
* 1 beg your mae pardon. 
— "FREDERIC. e 


<H am fond we ee 4 1 build a grea 
„ e eee 5 

By that your majeſty not only puts your re- 
ſidence on a footing with the fineſt cities of 
Europe; but you alſo relieve all the poor peo- 
ple in your kingdom, ned: ous Sales 10 thoſe 
who have none.. 5 11 60 5 
» „ | FREDERIC. Y ata 

IJ never experience more pleaſure chan when | 
1 build a houſe for a poor man. | 


At two in "INE afternoon I received a viſit, 


7 \ 


it 40 5 i 
at | Potſdam, PIO; one of thoſe who had the 


honour of being admitted to his majeſty's table, 
and who told me very bad news. Frederic, at 


dinner, had paid little attention to thoſe rules 
reſpecting his diet, of which he had boaſted 
ſo much in the morning. He had firſt eaten a 


large quantity of ſoup, compoſed: of ſtrong and 
extremely hot ingredients; and he had added 


to it, as uſual, a large ſpoonful of ginger, 


nutmeg, and other ſpices. After his ſoup, he 


had eaten heartily of Bouilli à la Ruſſe, that is to 
ſay, dreſſed with a pint of ſpirits: and after this, 


an Italian diſh, compoſed of the flour of Turkey- 
corn and Parmeſan cheeſe. To this is added” 
the juice of garlic: it is then fried in butter, 
until a cruſt i is formed upon it as thick, as one's. 
finger; and it is then ſeaſoned with the ſtrongeſt 


ſpices. This diſh, invented firſt by lord Mar- 
ſhal, and afterwards improved by the king 
himſelf, is called Polenta. In ſhort, while 


boaſting of the wonderful appetite which the 


dandelion had given him, his majeſty ended his 
repaſt by eating a whole plateful of eel-pie, 
which was ſo hot, that his companion at table 
told me and my wife, that it bean as EY it bad 5 
Jen balleis l. | ; 


The effect of the king's wonderful appetite 


55 began 1 to appear even at dinner. The good 
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£73 50 ) 
humour and cheerfulneſs of the morning had 
vaniſhed ; his majeſty fell into a ſtumber, and 
convulſive motions again appeared on his coun- 
tenance. When he awoke, he had ſome retch- 


ings; and the company left table an hour ſooner 
than uſual. 


I had no reaſon to doubt, that 
Frederic had already curſed Zimmermann and 
his dandelion a hundred times. The ſtorm, 


however, was much more dreadful than I ex- 


” pected. At three I fet forward to wait upon his 


1 
1 


1 
| 
; 
} 
: 


made me tremble. | 
ſitated a long time whether I ſhould not ſup- 


majeſty, as I had been ordered, very much diſ- 


 couraged, with ſome degree of peeviſhneſs, and, 


E muſt freely confels, with a ren deal of re - 
luctance. 


His looks were WY Ks 'In 8 | 


large hollows of his cheeks, and on his lips, 


which were uſually very beautiful and agreeable, 
I perceived marks of the deepeſt and moſt pro- 
found ſadneſs. The firſt words which he fpoke_ 
In writing this work, E he- 


preſs them, out of regard for thoſe who ſacrifice 
every thing to external appearance, and who af- 
fe&. to ſhew greatneſs of foul even in their 
meaneſt actions: but having reflected, that the 
greateſt men, thoſe even placed upon a throne, 
and thoſe who are in a ſituation calculated to fix 
the attention of the public, have, like us poor 
XZ 6h 7 miniatures 


* 3 
miniatures of men, moments of peeviſhneſs and 
melancholy, which they expreſs in- the fame 


manner, 1 concluded, thar I ought not to con- 


| ceal, that the greateſt character of the eighteenth 


century, Frederic the Great, at three o'clock” 
after dinner, on the 3oth of June, 1786, ſaid to 
me, I am now only an 2 old ug fit to be thrown to 


the dogs. 


On hearing this expreſſion, tn with 


: ſome emotion, * Your majeſty ſurveys only the 
worſt ſide of the affair: you forget thoſe lucid 
and favourable intervals which vou have often 
had, and even enjoyed this morning: you for- 
get what you are, and what you have done, 
through the whole courſe of your life, for your 
kingdom, and for thoſe who live under your 
government: theſe critical and melancholy. 
moments will paſs, and then your majeſty will 
ſoon recover your former ſtrength and vivacity 
of mind. Your lower belly, ſire, is at preſent 
full and diſtended ; to-morrow, when you have 


had a 5 of h en galety will 
return.“ 


During the whole time 1 converſed with 


him, his majeſty looked eagerly at me, as uſual, 
and with eyes ſuch as were, perhaps, never 
formed for any royal head: but whilſt I was 


concluding my diſcourſe he moved alide his 


2 face. 


4338 


( 32 3 
face. As J continued to ſpeak to him in atender 
but firm tone of voice, he turned his eyes in- 
ſenſibly towards me, and at length fixed them 
upon me with an expreſſion of contentment, and 
even of friendſhip. This quarter of an hour; the 
commencement of which was very terrible, 


ended by being one of che n of 8.85 vhole 
life. 


July 1 —At lad in the morning, the king 
was ftill melancholy, and dejected, bir much 
leſs than the evening before; and the ſound of 
his voice was very mild and agreeable.* He | 
ſpoke to me in ſo friendly and polite a manner, 
that the tears were ready to ſtart from my eyes: 
he often called me my dear ſir, my good fir, 
my dear Mr. Zimmermann, and even my dear 
friend. Our converſation ended by the follow- / 

ing dialogue, which contains ſome ſtrokes that 
; appear to me to be very characteriſtic. 6 


FREDERIC. ** 


< gende days happineſs has * away very 
| er. 
3 ZIMMERMANN, 
Your majeſty really. cannot bear and digeſt 
your apr! MM | 


9 * "Af TAS Bay 8 has 4 3 with "A 
truth, . His tone of voice is the cleareſt, and moſt agreeable 
in | converſation Ie ever heard,” | 


1 by | FREDERIC. 


. 


8:3 

FRED ERIC. 
To- day, however, I have experienced a very 
affecting pleaſure. . Some letters I have re- 
ceived bring me the agreeable intelligence, 
that the crop will not be ſo bad in my do- 
minions, as I had reaſon to apprehenc. 


7 Perceiving what his majeſty's thoughts were 
employed on, I ſpoke no more of diet, but of 


the weather. The king then took off his hat 
according to cuſtom, for fear, without doubt, 
that I might recur to the ſubje of diet, —_ 


ſaid to me, in a very friendly manner,“ Adieu, : 


my dear ſir: be fo kind as return at three.” 


Ai three o'clock. —His majeſty had been re- : 


lieved by ſeveral” abundant ſtools, and I found 
him in very good humour. He converſed with 
me a long time upon different ſubjects; and very 


luckily did not tay a ee word ace 
medicine. Fo 


. CD | 
5 rom what part of Swiſſerland do you eome?. 


ZIMMERMANN. 6 


From the mall city, of Brug, in che e canton 
of Berne. | 


Faxperic. Re 
I do not know that place. 
ZIMMERMANN. 
It! is a ** where the victories and fate of 
| E 4. GOO 
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anxious night. 


( 5+, ) 
your majeſty have made me paſs * 


Ld 


FREDERIC. | SEE 
Are there ſtill in Swiſſerland any of the de- 


| ſcendants of the firſt founders of the republic t 


To this queſtion I really could not reply; 


but as I knew that his majeſty did not love 


an indeciſive anſwer, 1 boldly aid, No. 
"FrEDBRIC. F 
William Tell was a great benefaftor to is ; 
country. = 7 
Z11MERMANY, 


"Tell, and his companions, did the greateſt 
ſervice that can be rendered to a country. TO 


| theſe heroes we are indebted for our liberty. 


Fs ED ERIC. 


'I am very fond of republican conſtitutions : = 
the preſent age, however, is dangerous for all 
republics : Swiſſerland alone ſeems likely ſill. 
to ſubſiſt long. 1 love the Swiſs, and above 
all the government of Berne. There is dignity 
in every thing which that government does. 


I love the prope of Berne, 8 


ZIMMERMANN. | 


What your majeſty has juſt now ſaid, renders 
me proud and bappy—1 ſhall never forget it. 
All 


6 552 9 


All republics, however, are not worthy of 
ue majeſty? s eſteem—for example, Holland— 


Fk EDER. | 


The king df France rules, and Send 
as n in Amlterdam as in Champagne. 


' 8 4 
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ZIMMERMANN. 


And the Dutch at preſent have been fig 
with a fever and phrenzy, which will ever diſ- 
gor the words patriot and patriotiſm. 


n 


* 
2 
— * 8 32 . 
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FxkDbExic. | 
That is true; but, however, I am diſpleaſed 
alſo... ... Here the king told me ſeveral very 
important things, with a confidence that ſur- 
priſed me; and at the ſame time was fo good 
as to add, let that be ſpoken under the roſe. Lucki- 
ly he forgot his condition whilſt he was con- 
verſing on this and other ſubjects: but I re- 
_ curred to it, by begging him to reſume the dan- 
delion next morning. His majeſty replied, by . 
telling me, that he had no confidence in that | 
medicine, He, OY; prong: to e it 
next morning. want” 
July 2.— The king had. taken his e 
and he informed me, that he found himſelf 
well: he was ingeed | in good humour ; but I 
had previouſly learned the cauſe of it in the 
e 4 A anti- 


47 56 7 
antichamber. Very early i in the morning he had 
ordered for his dinner a macaroni pie. 
This morning was extremely cheerful for 
his majeſty, and "conſequently for me. He 
ſpoke with as much vivacity as ever he did 
when in perfect health. I am ſorry: that both 
honour and duty prevent me from relating the 
greater part of the things which he ſaid to me. 
He took a general ſurvey of all the crowned 
heads in Europe, and after aſked me, if I knew. 
this or the other German prince. He mention- 
ed a great number, of whom I knew only a part; 
but I ſaid all the good of them that I could. 


Frederic brought them all to trial, and gave 


them ſuch ſevere cuts, that, notwithſtanding my 
reſerve, it was impoſſible for me not to laugh - 
ſometimes. I plainly perceived that my ſmiles 
did not eſcape his majeſty, whoſe full eye never 
loſt fight of me for a moment, and that they 
did not diſpleaſe him. I ſhall mention only 
one of thoſe princes, to give ſome idea of this 
intereſting converſation, and to ſhew what 1 
ventured to ſay to Frederic reſpecting our phi- 
loſophy. His majeſty having ſaid ſomething in 
favour of that prince, 1 replied; that he was 

very amiable, | 
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FREDERIC./ ; N 
He goes not pleaſe me — by is | 
too intriguing. 
Z1MMERMANN. 


iP _ ſay alſo, Guat be is rather too o aer. "| 
ſtitious. | q 


— — 


png = 
2 n 


GE. mY. 8 | 1 
Yes, he 1s very ſuperſtitious. He has entered | 
into all the follies of alchymy and theurgy 3 ; and ' 
theſe, as you know, have had their origin in 
free-malonry. . laugh at all theſe er 


ZIMMERMANN. 


The ſmile of a ſovereign is often the beſt of 5 
laws; at t leaſt, it is always the mildeſt.” | 


FaxpzrIc. 3 
The progreſs of reaſon has almoſt every 
where Meera toy ſuperſtition. 


* 


8 ZIMMERMANN, 

| Yes—at Vienna, fire; but it is very ſtrange to 
ſee, in countries more enlightened than Au- 
ſtria, ſuperſtition ſupport itſelf, and ſtill ſpread. 
as in the ages of the moſt profound orange. 


| FrEDERIC, Arne 
| Superſtition, however, ſeldom makes its 
way to monarchs. But ſeveral of our learned 
men are ſuperſtitious. What do you think of if 
unknown ſuperiors, Mr. Zimmermann R 26 ll 


ZinuEg- N. 


„ 
ZIMMERMANN. th 
F conſider theſe unknown ſuperiors as cat 
of en, or bankrupt authors. BK 


2 — 


Farvetc. 


Have you any of theſe enthuſiaſts at Han- 
over? | 


ZIMMERMANN. 


One of them came. from Berlin to Hanover 
laſt year. He fell in love with all the women, 
and railed againſt enthuſiaſts of every kind, 
though he himſelf was one of the greateſt. He 
rolled about his eyes in a frightful manner; 
his viſage appeared ſometimes red, ſometimes 
pale; and he made uſe of ſuch grimaces and 
geſticulation in my houſe, that one would 
have thought there were jeſuits concealed un- 
der all my tables and cheſts of drawers. He 
beſeeched me, in the name of God, to write to 
the empreſs of Ruſſia, to warn her to be on 
her guard againſt the jeſuitical ſerpents whom 
ſhe cheriſhed in her boſom. 

His majeſty afterwards. ſpoke of the catho- 
lic princes, and I took that opportunity to in- 
troduce the Pope. With regard to the latter, 


Frederic ſaid very laconically, 2 * is all over with 
bim. 1 


At three aſter dinner, .the macaroni pic be- 


1 


6%j᷑j , 
gan to produce its effect, BOOTS gave 1 riſe to ** 
following converſation. 3 


14 FnskDER O. St 4 | 
It appears to me, that the dacddtion e 


: 1 take is only a Nader . kind of a medi- | 
cine. 


rebN 
Tour majeſty ſurely does not imagine that 
1 would dare to order you medicinal baubles: 
but we cannot attack a diſorder, ſuch as that of 
your majeſty, in a direct manner. — - 


7 "PaxnanLe. $i 3 

* ſenſible of that: for if you did fo, you , 
| would deſtroy the patient. : 
* ſhort the king was very polite and "rho gy 2 
and he promiſed to reſume the dandelion next 
morning. 55 FF 

Fuly 3. This morning the king had taken 
his medicine, and appeared to be tolerably | 
well, and in good humour. The evening be 
fore, he ſaid to Count Lucheſini, and thoſe 
who had been in company with him, © Zimmer- 1 
mann has nothing of the quack about him; 
he is quite different from every phyſician 1 
„know. One may converſe with him on all ſub- 
jects; I am obliged to him, and am perfeRtly | 
ſatisfied with his behaviour,” 


How- 


„ 
However little I merited, or may ever merit 
ſuch praiſe, I think it my duty not to paſt it 


over in ſilence, becauſe I am too old to fear 


mankind ; becauſe-it forms a part of this narra- 


tive; and becauſe it inſpired me with courage 
and confidence in my viſits to the king. On theſe 


occaſions I took advantage of thoſe moments, 
when his majeſty ſpoke only of medicine, to 


tell him a great many uſeful truths. 


After dinner Frederic ſeemed very well, and 


in the beſt humour poſſible. A little before 1 
arrived, he had inhaled the vapour ariſing from 


an infuſion of elder flowers in vinegar, which I 
ordered him with a view to render his reſpi- 
ration eaſier. This remedy had given him ſo 
much relief, that he boaſted of irs good effects 
to his company, as well as to myſelf; adding, 


. "that he had found much benefit from the clyſter 


I had preſcribed in the morning. ; 


We then talked of diet, and I ſaid every 
thing on this ſubject, that J thought uſeful, 


or neceſſary. His majeſty approved of the e 


whole, and our converſation ended as follows. | 
FREDERIC. | 
_ I allow that my ſromach is not capable of 


bearing melons. 


ZIMMER- 


(. 64: 
| ZIMMERMANN. 
A and my ſpouſe finiſhed to-day the mall. 
African melon, which your majeſty ſent me four 
days ago. Tou ſee, fire, that 1 obſerve the 


ſame regimen which, I ieee to my pa- 


— 


| -Faxpantc. | 
You have then ſeen how much my Cheiſc- 


tian ſoul muſt be tormented. hoy OY ſuch a 
temptation. 


| ZinMERMANN, 

It appears that your majeſty. cannot bear 

fruits which do not relax, and that is the caſe. 

with melons. Your majeſty ought to eat grapes, 

| becauſe they purge gently ; and you always 

find yourſelf better after cating. gp which, 
produce that effect. | 


F REDERIC. 


You are right—grapes are the only fruit 1 


can bear. 


| ZIMMERMANN. | 
| Grapes are, in many reſpects, a wholeſome 
n ; but in the north they can be preſcribed 
only for few Paste becauſe there are no vines. 


FaED RIC. 


Have you never ſeen the vineyards of my. 


8 5 


1 e ZIMMER- 
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ZIMMERMANN: 


1 was agreeably ſurpriſed on ſeeing the vines 


which are on the road between Brandenburg 
and Potſdam. I had travelled from Magde- 


burg a great way acroſs ſands, and was charm- 


ed to find all of a ſudden, near the city of 
Werder, a very rich and well-cultivated country, 


which made me forget the ſands: 


” FEDERICO. | 
Mankind are vain enough to imagine that 
every thing 1 in the world was created for them ; 


%% 


and yet I cannot conceive "ay God created | 


ſands. 
I could not kelp fling at this drin 


of his majeſty: it appeared to me ſo natural, 


and at the ſame time ſo pleaſant, that an elector 
of Brandenburg ſhould confeſs, with ſo much 
naivetẽ, that he could not conceive why God had 


created ſands. My {mile embarraſſed him mw 5 


* 8 


Fr EDERIC. 
I am very well ſatisfied with the induſtry of 


my ſubjects in that canton. There are vine- 
yards alſo in Sileſia: wines are made there 


every year, to the value of three hundred thou- 


ſand crowns. Part of this wine is employed, it 


is true, in making vinegar ; and the other, adul- 
e by different „ is tranſported to 


ms 


#% 


#% 


4 


Stettin, from whence it is imported under the 


: name of Pontac. x 
1 ZIMMERMANN. 


Pontac made at Bremen, Hamburg, ad: 


Lubec, with berries from the heaths of Lunen- 
: burg, i is ſold alſo at Hanover. 


- FREDERIC. 
Have you ſeen here the vineyard of Dr. 


| Freſe * 


2 1 MMERMANN, 


* was much pleaſed 9 with the vineyard 


and its owner. 


FnRDER IC. | 
That vineyard brings three hundred crowns 
annually to the proprietor. 
ZIMMER= 


* * Counſellor Freſe v was RE to tbe court and the garri- 


ſion of Potſdam. He is a man of great ability and judgment. 


The king had often ſent for him, in order to conſult him re- 


ſpecting his health; and Mr. Freſe always gave him proper 
and uſeful advice, with the uſual ſucceſs : but though I much 
wiſhed for it, the king did not ſee Mr. Freſe during my 


whole ſtay at Potſdam. His majeſty hated conſultations, be- 


cauſe he believed, and certainly not without reaſon, that phy- | 
ficians never ſought them but for the purpoſe of charging 
each other with the conſequences. He preferred hearing 


each phyſician ſeparately, ad protocollum. Mr. Freſe was of 
great ſervice to me, becauſe the king had ſent him, about the 


concluſion of the war of ſeven years, to Baktſchiſarai, to 1 
cure the then reigning chan of the Tartars, of a * in his | 
; head, which he effe&ually did. | | 


Some 


— 


6 564) 
2 4 ZIUMERMANN. 


1 taſted 3 of the wine which it produces : 


it is of a very beautiful red colour; ; bur I found 
it A harſh and ſour. 


" FreveRIC, 
For that reaſon I will make you rafte my 
| grapes. | | 
His majeſty then called one of his domeſ. 
ties; and having ordered him to bring a 
plateful of grapes, he picked out the\fineſt, and 
_ defired me to eat them. | 


ZIMMERMANN. 2 | 
Theſe 1 © equal to the beſt grapes © of ” ol 
chatel. 


Swe years before, the king had begun a negociation f in 
the Crimea, to engage the chan to fall upon the Ruſſians with 

all his hordes. The chan replied, that he would do. it very 
willingly, but that it would be firſt neceſſary to fend him a 
© phyſician to cure his diforder ; and with this view his majeſty 
ſent Mr. Freſe. The moment, however, when he had ef. 
feed the cure, the empreſs Elizabeth died, and Ruſſia be- 
eame an ally of Pruſſia. The death of the empreſs, and this 
revolution, greatly chagrined the chan; and he ſtill wiſhed, 
ſpite of every oppoſition, to enter Ruſlia with an army of an 


Br bundred thouſand Tartars; ſo that Frederic was obliged to 


diſpatch courier after courier, to prevent his friend the chan 
from purſuing this meaſure, and to convince him that it. 
would be then a piece of great folly. | 


FRE- 


tw 0 


FRED ERIC. 


| With your permiffions they grow. in my, 


 green-houſe. LE OR 
After converſing about half an hour more 


on different ſubjects, the king ſaid, Adieu, my 
« dear and worthy ſir;“ adding, with a ſmile, 


«] recommend myſelf to your protection and 
ec © good providence.” 


Fuly 4th. This 3 at eight, Frede- | 


'ric was in charming, humour, 


FREDERIC, 


* 


N | f 
ZIMMERMANN. 8 : 


Yeſterday morning, and to-day, I took the 
liberty of ordering your majeſty, without your 


knowledge, three ſpoonfuls, inſtead of two, of 


the juice of dandelion. 


Fazvunre. 


I am ſatisfied. When I take medicines 1 
know very well that I take diſagreeable 

things; and I ſwallow them quickly, without 

I have again uſed your 


attending to the taſte. 
vapour, with which F am alſo FOI and I 


will continue it. | 
* Here 


Jam very well pleaſed with your dandelion; 
it gives me an excellent appetite, and keeps my 
belly open. 1 will continue it with great plea- 
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1 ee 
Here the king raiſed his arm; and, with a 
very Keen geſture, ſaid, Bui e a ! 


ZIuMERMANx. 5 
A life like that of your majeſty is not to be 
reckoned by the number of) years. 5 


FrepER1C. 
I will mount on horſeback to-day at eleven; 3 
Mr. Zimmermann, I recommend myſelf === - 
At three in the afternoon I found the king 
in the moſt painful ſituation : every thing was 
changed and become worſe. When 1n good 
humour, he had taken his dandelion and drank 
coffee: after this, he had applied, from half 
after three in the morning till ſeven, to public 
buſineſs. Great part of the morning he had 
ſpent in eating; for as ſoon as I left him, a 
plate of Ne es, compoſed of ſugar, whites 
of eggs, and cream, had been brought him, 
one of which I ate, and found the cream very 
ſour. His majeſty ate the whole plateful for his 
| breakfaſt ; and afterwards ſtrawberries, cherries, 
and cold meat. At eleven his ſervants found 
great difficulty in getting him on (horſeback. 
He remained there three hours, in the great 
garden of Saus Souci, galloped almoſt the whole 
time, and returned very much weakened and 
exhauſted. Whea he ſat down to table he had 
| | no 


[ 67% ) 
no appetite; and immediately after dinner he 
was ſeized with a vomiting. 

At three 1 found him fo ill, a is PEW 
oppreſſed, that he could not ſpeak ; and he diſ- 
miſſed me by ſaying, Forgive me, ſir; I really 
cannot ſpeak.”—1 therefore talked to Mr. Schœ- 
ning reſpecting what I thought likely to be of 
uſe to his majeſty, and to relieve his immediate 
complaints. 

July 5th. The VRIES! was Lk better than he 
bad been the day before, after dinner ; he how- 
ever complained of a conſtriction and heavineſs 
at his ſtomach. I adviſed him to take a doſe 
of his digeſtive powder, which was his favourite 
remedy. 


 FREDERIC, 

J have a pain in my eyes. 
OO - Z1MMERMANN. 
There is too much light in your apartment ; 1 


if agreeable to your majeſty, I will draw one of 
the curtains. 


FREDERIC, 
No, no—T have always been fond of * | 


| ZIMMERMANN. © 
"Wo majeſty likewiſe has always diffuſed it 
every where around you. 


Far. 1 ERDENIC. - 


— 


C05 
"Patoeto, 05 offi gs on 
For all chat, In never was any thing ur a m 
mortal. 
I then . to een of his cmajelty's . 
| EY which appeared to me to be very criti- 
cal. He en ne reſume W 


eee we have only kinmiſhed with the 
enemy; ; we have not overcome him. "PLS 


— 


anger EE "ZiuMERMANN- 


We muſt always renew the attack, apd never 
ſuffer him to be A W 


* 


| Farpentc. 


- Your manner of PIG on war ic pleaſes me 
much. g 


After examining his pulſe, 1 faid— . 


ZIMMERMANN.” | 
. pulſe ĩs good, and far from being weak ; 
whilſt it continues in that ſtate, every ſymptom 
of great weakneſs will be only temporary. 
Yeſterday, in the forenoon, the afternoon, and 
at night, your majeſty was extremely weak; at 
_ preſent no traces of weakneſs are to be ſeen : 


and this proves that there is till W in wc | 
| heart. 


Duende {ſmiling * 
Do you know the reaſon * that * It is be- 
cauſe 


1 


. 


| „„ 
cauſe my father never had the venereal diſeaſe. 
Have you never obſerved thoſe feeble eee 
who are ſo common in France, and who _ 

ſo Wann for the ſins of their . 


Zi RMANR. „ 


CS have ſcen ſome of them at Paris, and in 
other places. They are true pictures of death; 
but though the Engliſh are as great libertines, | 
and perhaps more ſo than the French (for the 
latter are libertines by temperament, where- 
as the Engliſh are ſo by principle, and becauſe : 
it is faſhionable), yet theſe iſlanders are Uo 
more e ! the Fenn 


- \ ; 
be | 36 
1 . " % ne 4 


Ft REDERIC., : = 


4 — 


That! is owing to their eating more Ry / 
ing food than the French ; though, on the other 
hand, I cannot conceive how a piece of N 
roaſted meat, all bloody, can give firength. | 
This day his majeſty diſmiſſed me in ſach a 
manner as induced me to believe, that I ſhould 
obtain permiſſion, to return to Hanover : for he 
ſaid, when I left him, << 1 hope, my dear fir, chat 
« you will be ſo kind as to return in the after- a 
«noon, that I may thank you for the attention 
cc which you have paid. 0 me.“ % t dy 
When I returned, after . it pdt 
that the king had changed his opinion: for no 
5 F 3 men- 


a R * * 


c „ 

mention was made of my departure. He com- 
plained ſtill of a conſtriction and weight in the 
lower belly; telling me, at the ſame time, that 
he was much troubled with wind: he as like- 
wiſe in very bad humour, as may be ſeen 
our converſation. | 


„ 4 1 
FLAT ; 


'FazpurIC. wh get Fr 


1 dandelion has performed nothing; 11 


".T 


find myſelf no better fince [ Heme to rake i it, 


1 
1 


ZIMMERMANN: : red; i 199%] 

Tour majeſty. ought to ee that E pro- 
naled! this remedy merely to relieve you, and 
not with any hope of its performing a com- 
plete cure. Vou have not uſed it long enough 
to be relieved; and, by not taking it regularly, 
you RIFE cops all its good OVER” 


1 


" FrEDERIC, 
bs is true, vo told me at firſt that I could 
not hope for any relief from dandelion, unleſs 
© 1 continued to take 1 it for a whole month. . 
Our converſation was very ſhort; and his 
; majeſty diſmiſſed me with theſe fatal and ex- 
preſſive words—Adien, Mr. Px cian *. oe 


At fix 0 clock, when the 5 who form- 


1 8 = = * 4 


2M ane when the king was in bad humour he called me 
Mr. Phyſician at other times he never made uſe of this ex- 


ed 


1 * 5 
ed his evening party arrived, he immediately 
diſmiſſed them, by ſaying, © Gentlemen, I ſhall. 
be in too bad humour this evening.” f 
Judy 6th. The king was a little ear, and. 


« 


in much better hamour: 4s 


' FazpaRIC. 4 
1 do not find chat Lam cured by your An- 
delion. fo . 


9 5 1 2 E 
* „ o 


4 e Wa 8 _ 

NI intention in giving your majeſty 4 

was, to afford you relief; and by the uſe of 

this medicine to prevent, as much as poſſible, 

the dropſy; but it will not prevent your majeſty 

from being A e by ae when * 
eat n food. „ Kei 


4 


; As - 14244237 
Bur I * not the dropſy. „ LI 


. 


| ZIMMERMANN. 
Ir may ſoon come on, and we ought to do 


every thing we can to guard againſt it. 


$3” 


- Fareperic. e e e 

1 fear no danger: but I do not like to ſuffer 

pain; I wiſh for a x remedy that would cure me 
inſtantaneouſſy. | 


ZIMMERMANN. 


1 wiſh with all my heart that I could mY 
* 4 1 miniſter 


£ 7 F 
5 ſuch a remedy to your majeſty ; ; bur 
know not where to find it, 


12 -FagpERIC. 
Let every thing then happen as it may=—l | 
am not afraid of death, but of pain, 
Adieu, Mr. Phyſician, „„ | 
At three the king was again attacked by a 
colic, the conſequence of indigeſtion ; and he 
was in very bad humour. At dinner he had 
eaten plentifully of freſh eels, and yet he aſerib- 
ed his colic to dandelion. He railed therefore 
againſt Mr. Phyſician and the dandelion. This 
occaſioned a converſation which I luckily di- 
verted, by fixing the king's imagination for a 
few moments upon other objects. 5 


FRED ERIC (in a very moroſe tone). | | 
Did your Hanoverian ten ſwallow any of 
* W at Gibraltar? Ws 


£9516 on 6 


No, ſire; they — in its ſtead Malaga | 
and Port wine, 


FREDERIC, | n 

The Hanoverians diſtinguiſhed themſelves | 
very much by their conduct at Gibraltar. ard 
did rey behave in the Eaſt Indies? 


 » ZIMMERMANN. "RN 1 | 
Immediately on their ral, they performed 


very 


W 


4 73 ) 


— * 


| very long marches, before: they were accuſtomed, 


to the great heat; ſeveral of them died there- 


fore by being ſun-ftruck. . After theſe dreadful | 
marches they fought very badly againſt the 


French. At preſent they are ſo ſeaſoned to 
the climate, that they have no deſire to return. 
Your majeſty ſees that the Hanoverian troops 


are {till the ſame, and that they always behave 


with bravery in India as well as at Gibraltar. 
Adieu, Mr. Phyſi cian. 


July 7th! For ſeveral 1 e the 


king had taken ſome of his dear digeſtive pow- 


der; and afterwards thubarb, and glauber ſalts, 


which-I thought much more proper. Teſter- 
day evening ſeveral. ſtrong ſtools had diſpelled 
for a moment all his bad humour. A new 


remedy,” ſays his majeſty, « e has juſt arrived, 
e which I mean to try at noon ; this remedy,” E 


| added he,“ is freſh herrings.” I congratulated his 
majeſty on his new remedy, a and begged him not 
to forget rhubarb and glauber ſalts, after which 


I was diſmiſſed at the vſbal hour. After dinner, 
the king was not ſo well as he had been in the 
but he behayed with much polite. 


morning ; 
V 


Funde 0 


have reflected a good / deal opon what you 1 


ſad YO, ROW the dropſy, which 
from 
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from your hints I have reaſon. to apprehend. | 
I am now convinced that you are right for 
1 preſſed my legs with my finger, and the part 
remained hollow. This is an n evident ſymprom 
of the dropſy. 3 


f fy R — 
5 * is: \ ? bi] * . 
— 


3 ZII ERMM Ax. | . 
Many . perform the ſame experiment, 
and with the like ſymptoms, far ten years, and 
yet are not dropſical. e ee 


Fx EDERIC. 0 DTT” 
0¹ do not t-ſpeak to me of hopes! n 


4 * 


' ZIMMERMANN. 5 
* fhall- 1 nothing elſe than that your ma- 


jelty coughs 1 and labours onder lets op- 
e N. 8 B n 
| 5 FnEDERITC. 5 2 * 

That is true; but my lower belly 1 is in a a bad 
ſtare. 9 
1 ZimmrMann. 
All thoſe vneaſy ſenſations in the lower belly, 


of which your majeſty ſo often com plains, i do not 


always ariſe directly from your diſorder; but 


depend upon cauſes altogether accidental, and 
well known to your majeſty. x 
| FREDERIC. . 
At preſent 1 ſulfer much from renſion and 
bee | 1 Og! 
Zinunn- 


| (1959 
| ZIMMERMANN 


5 Your 0 ſhould take a kene mint vater. 


Will mint water give me ifſtant relief! ? 


ZIMMERMANN. 
It will relieve you as much, and as ſoon, as 
any in FR 


| " Favrinade:+ 1, 0 f or 

"Au: Mr. Phyſician. +152 tab: + 
Juby 8th, The king had lept ve 60 0 with | 
out interruption, and found himſelf tolerably 

well this morning. He complained bowevert 

of diſtenſion, . OE eff EN 181 

| F REDERIC. | 

I am certain that I ſhall be attacked. atfo 

- with rhe tympany and dropfyc; -: i Font, 
| Z1MMERMANN: . 
Your majeſty has nothing to fear from the 


ets dropſy ; and the ordinary dropſy ey be 
cured by e remedies. 


/ 


mon ?ð | 

7: defire no remedies, nor will I take any, 1 

unleſs they relieve me, and perform an immedi- 

ate cure.. The mint water which you preſcribed - 
yeſterday has not expelled my flatulencies, 


ZIMMERMANN. * 
Alas! we have few _ remedies ; ar 


even 
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( 7) 5. 
even theſe do not always perform a cure, or 
operate inſtantaneouſly. — 83 are 
ove mortals. 


GS 
* 


12 1 FkED ERIC. 5 „ Xe 
You nevertheleſs abound in preſcriptions. 


85:0 01 ZIMMERMANN. 

1 muſt 3 one obſervation, which I am 
confident is very juſt::;—Your majeſty” 8 mo - 
n enemies are your cooks. | 


FEDERICO. | 
You cannot form any idea of my temperance. 
J only taſte my food, and eat e for the 
ſake of virins ſtrength. 


ZIMMERMANN. 
| 1 firmly believe i in the truth of another obſer- 
vation, which is, that people are never ſtrength- 
ened but by what they 9 WD | 


:  Fappentc.” 
-T bats is very true. 


ZIMMERMANN. 
You majeſty's cook is a great man in his 
way; but J conſider him as. a Ty. dangerous 
man“. „„ Tor 
| 5 £9! \ FaBDERIC." 


* This great man, 1 Nocl, is W * an Epiſtle, 
printed ſome years ago, which the king addreſſed to him, 
under the title of the Emperor of China, to thank him for 


a new 


W 1 


No people 5 better how to form good 
nod than your Hanoverian: miniſters. My. 
Cook is from their ſchool, ' 1 = 


— ANN. þ 
'Our miniſters entertain their gueſts 1 ina molt 
lendid and ſumptuous manner; but they 
themſelves live very remperately. | 


FRED ERIC. 3 
I ſaw here Mr. de Lichtenſtein, one of your 
miniſters, with wnom I was much —— 


| ZIMMERMANN: 

Mr. _ e is firſt marſhal of 4 
court. He poſſeſſes much knowledge of the 

world, and is a very amiable character. I oſten 
viſit him, becauſe I am his phyſician, and be- 
cauſe the marſhals of the court are fond of 

living in cloſe intimacy with their Ore 


2 RED ERIC. 


Laſt year I ſaw allo. Mr. de W the 


Hanoverian envoy. 


* 


a new diſh (Bombe à la Sardanapal:) which he had invented. [ 
Before I knew this Mr. Noel, I had an opportunity of ſeeing 
him, one day, at a public concert at Potſdam. The air of 
importance which was diſplayed in his countenance ſtruck 
me much, though I could ſee nothing grand in it. After 
being informed by an officer who he was, I told him that 


J perceived by his er that an emperor of China had writ- 
WT ten to him, 
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ZIMMER- 


5 | 6. 

3 ZIMMERMANN. | 
| He was ſent to your majeſty on account of 
the league of the German princes; and that 
affair lay very heavy on his heart. 


_ FREDERIC... | | 
In this reſpect, Mr. de Buelwiz thought like 
a a good DAE patriot. 


ZIMMERMANN. 
By * to league, your majeſty crowned 
all _ other noble exploits. 5 
FRED ERIC. 
Germany is a kind of republic: it was in 
danger of loſing the republican form; and it 
was with the ſincereſt pleaſure that 1 ſaw 1 it re- 
eſtabliſned. | : 
Our converſation laſted an hour and a | quar- 
ter, during which the king ſpoke a great deal, 
and in a very friendly manner; but he was 
from time to time incommoded by the tenſion 
of his lower belly. 
After a moderate dinner, Frederic was ob- 
liged to vomit, and at four I found him very 
much dejected, and dozing. He told me that 
his flatulencies would carry him to the grave. 
I begged him to take a table-ſpoonful of the 
tincture of rhubarb, with a few drops of Hoff- 
mann's anodyne, and to repeat 91 eaſy remedy 
9 


| 29) 

at certain periods. His cough had again re- 
turned this morning; and count Lucheſini told 
me that 1n the n, it had been —_— 
violent. 2 4 
July goth. This day 4 3 was >" and 
in good humour. © I find myſelf very well,” 


ſaid he, „ owing to the remedy I took yelter- 


« day evening. It purged me ſeveral times, 


& and even in the night.” The ſpaſms of the 


preceding day had diſappeared ; ; his majeſty did 
not cough at all; and he aeg very little 
tenſion in his belly. 


F ee 
After reflediing upon what has lappeaitd ro 
me lately, I really believe that I brought on in- 
digeſtion by eating freſh herrings. 
His majeſty always aſcribed his 1 to 
every other cauſe than the real; for, beſides 


herrings, he had eaten a * many hurtful 
things. 


ZIMMERMANN. 


Herrings cannot have done much hurt to your 


majeſty, unleſs you have eaten more than you 


could digeſt: in my opinion, therefore, your 
majeſty ought to blame ſome other nouriſnment 
for the uneaſineſs and illneſs which you | _ | 


experienced ſome days paſt. 
This morning his majeſty had refine his 
{8 ER tincture 
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3 * 80 5 

- e of PI with Pets: drops of the 
anodyne. A few grains, about fifteen of the for- 
mer root, were ſufficient to purge him. \Rhu- 
barb ſeemed. in general to agree very well 
with him; and on this account he was ſo fond 
of it, that he preſeribed it once to Gellert, and 
very often to his ſoldiers.— At three in the after- 
noon I found the king much worſe than he had 
been in the morning, becauſe he had eaten too 
much at dinner. The tincture of rhubarb had 
however brought back his wonted good hu- 
mour; for he appeared very cheerful, and his 
thoughts ſucceeded each other with wonderful 
rapidity. One idea immediately ſucceeded; ano- 
ther; and our converſation continued, without 
interruption, for two hours. Of all thoſe I had 
with Frederic, none was more intereſting ; 
but unluckily I am obliged to ſuppreſs the 
greater part of it. The beginning of it was as 

follows: | | 


_ 


FRED ERIC. 


Hh Very penſive, and with his head inclined to one 
fide). The examination of an important and 
complex affair i is | exceſſively difficulr. 


ZIMMERMANN. 


Since the creation of the world, no one poſ- 
ſeſſed 


* 


(81 mY 
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= beſled that a . greater een chan your 
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; Eicher 45 people of the provinces do not 
obey government, or the governors do what) 
pleaſes them rather than what they we com- 
8 : manded to do. 6&7. itt 1 vn i 11. yi! 
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53003 8 eee or -o04. | 5 85 
5 Rola is too vaſt” and extenfive an empire. 


Ab bad 2d ne date wit 4 211 10 

5 ie, 

in on - (IE C &- 

Not for, a a woman of ſo much courage "Incl 
5 ſpirit as Catherine; but at ſome future "Our 


SN 3 this empire may. fink. under i its own Wehr, 


15 K 1 4 


3133 D.. FakxpxRic. 16 Vis 58 nl 

0 not imagine that. 1 1 OE N 571 22 5 

| 3 ZrmenMann. 8 
The Ruſian empire may one day be divid: d, 

5 as that of Alexander was after his death, The 


governors of provinces may erect themſelves 
into Kings of thoſe] provinces, and make war on 


the neighbouring c who have follow-, 
ed their example. 8 3 
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* REDERIC. 7 
a that you are right; I entertain the ſame 


n p 


opinion.—The king ſpoke afterwards of other 
countries and empires; but J am obliged to ſtop 
here. Lam well enough acquainted with mankind 
to know, that I may have perhaps ſaid many things 


to this great prince, which people of ordinary 


talents; and leſs knowledge of the world, neither 
could have borne nor digeſted. I wasat firſt, as I 


naturally am, very reſerved; and when his ma- 


jeſty turned the converſation to political mat- 
ters, I made no anſwer, and was contented 


with, liſtening. This however was of no avail; 


for his majeſty always ſtopped when he had de- 


livered his opinion: and when he came to the 


end of his period, he looked at me with much 
vivacity, which was as much as to ſay that he 
wiſhed me to ſpeak. I was then abſolutely under 


the neceſſity of replying; and the freer, more 
deciſive, and firm that my anſwers were, ok 


more they ſeemed to pleaſe him. 


This. conyerſation appeared at firſt as if like- 


ly to be philoſophical; bur it became political, 
and continued an hour. At length, by thoſe 
ſudden tranſitions which are very common, it 
became medicihal for another hour, This part 
3 ſhall relate entire ; for, though it was 3 


„5 No medicinal _ 


. 


* 


\ 


ts 


| medicinal objects, 1 conſidered i it as no ks res: 
markable. i obs ; 


CY 
04 


F bin 10. 
What diſeaſes are At Fs moſt prevalent 


Tana ; ieee 


ZuntraM Aux 8 2 
ot acute diſeaſes thoſe fevers, above all bo. 
which in France! are called bilious fevers, but 


which are known to the German phyſicians by 


other names. We have alſo very frequently aff 
putrid and malignant 1 which are very 
dangerous. | 


** 


FrgDaRIC. 
Theſe diſeaſes are more uncommon in ay 
country. | ati 
| ZIMMERMANN"! © 
Four majeſty's armies, and thoſe cities which 
We numerous garriſons, ſuffered much by them. 
In the war of 177 $ and 1779 ſome of theſe fevers: 
prevailed among your majeſty's troops, as wot | 
as ne which were alſo very common. 
FEDERICO. 1 50 
That! is true. Will you believe me when i 
tell you that I cured the dyſentery very well 


during the laſt war? Being in a ſmall town 


with a body of my troops, the greater part of ff 
them were artacked by this diſorder, and a 
_ G2 — number 


nber uf them iched. Wade Lam not t fond 
of meddling with phyſic, I could not help turn- 
ing phyſician, when + found that thoſe who : 
proſeſſed it were entirely ig norant of their art. 
1 therefore ſaid to them, cc Diſſolve a few 
grains of emetic tartar in a ſufficient quantity 
ol water, and. make your patients ſwallow) a 
_ _rable- ſpoonful of it, until they. vomit copiouſly, 
and are. ſtrongly -purged.” The W 


ſo, and the weh enn, nero | 
ata” ZLOMMERMANN. | Bret, DOS... r 
Tour preſeriprion was perfectly abr | 
 FREDERIC. : oy 


"ſagyreſoripriona wild not do the whole ; much 
| depends upon proper regulations. In all the wars 
I carried on, my orders reſpecting the ſick and 
wounded ſoldiers were very ill obſerved. No- 
thing, in the whole courſe of my life, ever 
pained me ſo much, as when I ſaw that the 
diſeaſes and wounds of my brave ſoldiers; who 
expoſed their lives ſo nobly for their country, 
were neglected. They were too often treated 
-with inhumanity; and on that account; a great 
number of them died for want of care, I Was 


% at:; all; times grieved when I ſaw that I had 


been the innocent cauſe of the death of is ſol- , 
dier: but ſince the N wed: have given, ſo 
enn 8 „ en 


— 


5 ance. 


1 85 „ 

ſtrict orders, hat all theſe army ſcoundrels abs 
raſcals will find it very difficult to deceive their 
ſovereign, and to deprive the poor ſoldiers, in 
ſo barbarous a manner, of the eee, aſiſt- 


* 7 : o * 


* * 


' ZIMMERMANN. 
That is much to be-wiſhed ; but I am afraid | 
that your majeſty i is as yet acquainted but with WE 
a ſmall part of the mal- practices prevalent in 
your hoſpitals GEM the: courſe of the laſt 
e 4 Farbkaie-. 
0 Opening bis large piercing oer, * 2 them 15 
n 
be Tee it, as well as all ee. e va- 
Dong papers. which have been publiſhed, 1 
| know it from the, author of thoſe papers, 'who 
was born in your majeſty's dominions ; who 
ſerved faithfully and. honourably under prince 
Henry in Saxony; and who had no other re- 
ward for his fidelity than to be perſecuted, 
hated, and oppreſſed, by ſome of his brethren 


at Berlin. ls 
F E e. 


What is his name? „ 


= WW > 
* 


ZIMMERMANN. es 
His name is Frize; he is 4 phyſician at 
Halberftadr, © Fg a a 5 
8 | Fun: 


as I go out. 


. 1—̃ 2 v. . 
— — — 
1 
4 
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* * 
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" FrepERIC. 022071 
Writ down his name, if you pleaſe,” W 


* | ZIMMERMANN. 
14 will write it doun in the anti- chamber, 


* 


FREDER Ic. 


5 \ 


1 do not 1 Doctor Frize; 1 never even 


heard of his name. 8 . 


ZIMMERMANN. 15 1 
I : am ſorry ar it, on your majeſty's acconne. 
I know no perſon, fire, more capable of inform- 
ing your majeſty, and in the minuteſt manner, 
reſpecting all the tricks and abuſes committed 
in this department. He is a perſon who has 


ſeen every thing with his own eyes; he is not 
afraid to ſpeak. his ſentiments, Is an excellent 
JT, and a man of genius. 


FrepeRIC. 8 e 

85 ſet no value on a man of genius, if be i is not 
alſo an honeſt man. Tell me, fincerely, is 
Doctor Frize of Halberftade a man ur 


honeſt ? 


. | 33 
He is, without doubt. It was his honeſty 


alone which ruined him at Berlin; and it is 
merely on account of his probity that 1 take 


the 


— * 


8 « * ». 55 

. A liberty of recommending him to your ma- 
Jeſty. But as 1 am not perſonally Rn 
with him, I do not know whether, wich thut 
vivacity for which he is diſtinguiſhed, he could ; 
execute with ſucceſs what your majeſty maꝝ re. 
gauire of him; whether he has not ſomething 
tiff and diſagreeable in his manner; whether i 
he is not, perhaps, too hot and violent ; and” 1 
whether he underſtands how to addreſs . of 
on the moſt favourable ſide. 8 8 


FakprRie. 
That is all the ſame to me; write down his 1 
name. — After this, the king began to turn the 


converſation to himſelf; and ſaid, Tou muſt 
ſee in what a pitiful manner I walk; come 
with me. His huſſar being then called, he 
raifed Frederic from his eaſy chair, and ſup- 
ported him by holding his arm, I followed 
his majeſty, and when he ſpoke to me I placed 
myſelf at his fide, In this manger the king 
traverſed three apartments, with much pain 
and diſtreſs. My heart almoſt bled during 
this ſeene. His majeſty. advanced with the 
greateſt difficulty; he was quite out of breath, 
though he walked very flowly ; and when he 
ſp6ke, which he did often, I could not under. 
ay him, He at length ſaid that he wiſhed 
„ e 
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to return; and when we reached the apartment 75 
which he uſually occupied, I ſtood up before him. 
When he recovered, and was in a condition to 


| + ſpeak, which was not till ſome time after, our 


* continued G 


+ 2 0 2 


* ; E- + 


y bees © 7 Ao hop 
| Have you at preſent many patients ? W 


I.3\5 i > <Y 


YL | ZIMMERMANN, „ 
Ar this ſeaſon many Hanoverians and foreign- 
ers conſult me 8 their ſummer CUres, _ 


43 beds » FanpzaIC../ his 
| "OY dare not * detain you any longer here, 
And deprive your patients of your aſſiſtance. Re- 
turn, I pray, at eight to-morrow morning, in 
order that I may thank you for the kind atten- 
tion which you have paid to me ſo long. 1 
will then give you a letter for his royal Sr | 
| pol the duke of York, . 1 A 
- Before he permitted me to depart, F rederic 
: Gia, « I believe I ſhall be afflicted alſo with a 
c hernia, becauſe I have pains of a peculiar 
kind, ? which he deſcribed. Thoſe pains, I told 
him, indicated a quite different thing, and that 
they generally preceded the hemorrhoids; ;adding 
that, however fingular it might then appear, 1 
Was | confident: the hemorthoids would ſoon flow, 
„„ 5 „„ | «« * That 


„„ 46 89 ” 
. That would be very ſerviceable,” did the 
king, raking off his hat with much politeneſs, 
which was the uſual ſignal for me to depart. 

va 10. I received before the door of the 
hee 8 apartment, from his majeſty s ſecond _ 
huſſar, and in his majeſty's name, a thouſand 7 
'crowris more in bank notes. As ſoon as I en- 
tered, Frederic reſumed the converſation which mY 
we had been upon before, which at firſt aſtoniſh- 


ed me greatly, To in the end atteſted. ,y me 1 
much more. 


8 * , 8 W tan. hi FIT 
ee r add 


FEDERICO. hs Ts. 
You ſignalize yourſelf even to the laſt. mo- 
| ment of your, reG6dence here.” 2.7. 8 


£8 


| ZIMMERMANN. _ "42g 
7 An idea of my own weaknels, and a thorough 
conviction that I want many things which a 
phyſician ought to poſſeſs, have always haunt- 
ed me fince the firſt n moment 1 attended your 
en Fav 


FPakDERTC. 


Yau! are a Sorbet. When uneaſy yeltendey 
* evening reſpecting certain pains with which I 
5 was not acquainted, you told me that they an- 
nounced the hemorrhoids. Laſt night theſe 
hemorrhoids made. their nan I flepr . 


ny PISS wen; - 


* 


5 | 
well; the pains are gone ; and [ am 52 1 much 
A Pleaſe . e 
bh - ZIMMERMANN. 1 
| One of your majeſty? s attendants has jult 1 how 
put into my hands a convincing proof that you 


are fatisfied with my conduct; a proof which, 


| with what you have ſaid, makes me bluſh, and 
— ” be Went. | 


an 


* 


Ke dit 'Fanpanac. 

Do not ſpeak of that, but ſuffer me to return | 
vou thanks for your exertions in my favour. 
Lou have done every thing that could be done. 
Tam perfectly ſatisfied with you in every re- 


ſpect. In returning home will 70 paſs through 
TE ? 


Tg 
+ © ZIMMERMANN. | 
Her royal highneſs the princeſs of Deſtiu 
Vurote to me at Potſdam, and begged me to 
ſpend ſome days with her at Woerliz, that ſhe 
„ might conſult me reſpecting her health. From 
thence I will purſue my route, through Antoin- 

nettenruhe and Brunſwick, to Hanover. PE 


Farvzrc.. - 
1 aſk an of all your patients for. * 
| ing deprived them of your aſſiſtance, and I 
thank you for your kindneſs in remaining ſo 
long with me. I wiſh that you may always be 


Ts happy 


% 
happy 3 and I am very glad that you e ſeen 
me, becauſe you may afterwards: form a n 
| FOOD reſpe&ing my caſe, ” TS 

ZinuERM ANN. | 
on am _ ſenſibly affected by what your ma- 


jeſty has ſaid, that Ia am e able to return 
an anſwer. 


„ 


* 


PFazbrntc. 1 
Be ſo kind, 86. as to deliver this jetter to 


the duke of Tork. Tell him how often I have 


ſpoke to you concerning him; how much I 
eſteem, and how much I love him. Tell him 
in my name, and in the ſtrongeſt terms you can, 
what affection I entertain for him. 


LEI ZiMMBRMANN, = 
"oþ will tell the duke, 3 the utmoſt fidelity, 7 
| every thing you have ſaid, N 
The king then took off his hat with much 
dignity and politeneſs, and in an amicable man- 
ner ſaid Adieu, my good, my dear Mr. Zim- 
d mermann ; do not forget the old man | whom 
6 you have ſeen here,” | 
When his majeſty pronounced theſe words, 1 
was ſo much affected that I could not utter a 
ſingle ſyllable. I made a profound bow, and 
quitted the apartment with an emotion ſuch as 


I never No AGE wages nor ever can e in 
| vi 


Wbt 


/ 


BY 
5 r 1'thave hitherto ſaid, reſpeQing. the 


health of Frederic, fills up the vacuum which 


Mr. Selle, his phyſician in ordinary, left for me 


in the hiſtory of his majeſty's diſorder, which he 


has publiſhed; ; and confirms, beſides, what that 
able phyſician has ſaid. % "TY 

At my departure from Potſdam, the king” 5 
fituation was fo far from being doubtful, that 
it was really deſperate. He had a dropſy in 
the breaft and lower belly; and his thighs and 
legs were prodigiouſly diſtended with water. Ac- 
cording to every appearance, he had an abſceſs 
in the lungs, where one had appeared the preged- | 
Ing winter. His ſtrength was entirely exhauſt- 
ed, and he could neither walk nor ſtand upright 


. without being ſupported. His courage how- 


ever was ſtill great; and when abandoned by 
| hope, i in. his moments of ſadneſs and dejection, 
his firmneſs never forſook him entirely. It was 
impoſſible to do any thing that could really tend 
to cure him. He himſelf, indeed, expected 
nothing elſe than to be relieved; to have his 
appetite preſerved, digeſtion promoted, and his 
belly kept open. He aſked me only for a 
ſingle remedy, which was, one that could cure 
him in an inſtant. I however neither knew 


nor poſſeſſed ſuch a remedy ; and on the 24th - 


of June 1 renounced all hope of a regular and 
park 


| - GM "4 Ds 
perfect cure.— All my Fear towards Fe N 
deric, thoſe ſerious remonſtrances which 25 
made to him on the neceſſity of proper regi- 
men excepted, \ was, at bottom ae elſe than 
a medical policy“. 
In the month of Auguſt, che king often 
flattered himſelf with the idea that his father 
had lived five years after being attacked by the | 
dropſy; and his majeſty's imagination was even 
then very fertile in confolation. | | 
Between the 4th and 12th of Auguſt, the laſt” 
time that he attended to the buſineſs of the cabi- 
net, the ſwelling in one of his majeſty's legs burſt. 
His voice was then exceedingly weak; but he 
was very attentive to buſineſs, and hat Tn eat 
'the half of a ſea crab. , 
On the 17th, chirry-eight days after bad | 
8 quitted him, he breathed his laſt. Mr. Selle : 
has perfectly well deſcribed the circumſtances | 
| of his death. 
What I have ſaid reſpecting my „ert 
tions with Frederic, leaves nothing elle we me | 
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2 Pr. aaa here ſpeaks like an honeſt man. Wust 
| ele is the conduct of many phyſicians, we will not be ſo. 
illiberal as to ſay of all, towards the rich and great, but 
medical pole, to fill their pockets, and extort another fee [4 
There is no period at which mankind will ſooner part with 


their money, than when they are * of being ede 
to leave . a 


> | to 


1 


to do, than to relate ſome intereſting an 
of his character. 3 | : 

The ſtomach, the belly, Gd thei imagen, | 
which, for what reaſon God only knows, de- 


| pends ſo much on the ſtate of the two former, 


had more influence over this great man than 
one might believe. Bad digeſtion rendered 
him extremely dejected; but when that was 
over, his wonted vivacity immediately returned. 
The reader muſt have undoubtedly remarked 
how he recovered courage on the ſmalleſt change | 
for the better. His invincible incredulity i in re- 
gard to medicine, made him cry out, a miracle! 
v ben a remedy produced the leaſt good effect; 
and when a phyfician foretold him the moſt 
trifling circumſtance, he conſidered him as a 
prophet. 1 
He was often in bad humour during the courſe 
of his diſorder ; yet this bad humour never in 
my preſence broke out violently except once, 
on the 24th of June, when I propoſed: to have 
a conſultation with Mr. Selle. | 
Frederic William I. who alſo died 0 el, | 
was often during his malady in very bad hu- 
mour; but he expreſſed himſelf in a manner 
= quite different from that of his great ſon, and 
ſometimes in a manner altogether pious and 


chriſtianlike. 5 9 
6 A cer 


0 95. ö 
PP certain naivetẽ, not known at preſent, and. 
of which no idea can be formed, prevailed in 
_ . Germany till the middle of this century, and 
eſpecially in the beginning of it. The rea- 
der will perhaps hardly believe chat the. 1 pouſe 
of Frederic I. king of Pruſſia wrote to the 
ſpouſe of George I. at Hanover rs 
3 Leibnitz paſſed the evening with me yeſter- | 
ce day in order to entertain me with his inſiniment 
ec petits. Alas! ! my dear, who can be e ac- 
cc quainted with them than you or 1 
Frederic William 54 poſſeſſed "hos naivete, © 
but it was altogether German. I do not know 
whether his illneſs, had begun when he⸗ drove 
the citizens of Berlin from the public walk, 
and ſent them to Spandau, merely becauſe they 
were fond of walking 3 when he reduced the 
penſion of a privy” counſellor from a thou- 
ſand to four hundred crowns, becauſe, paſſing; 
one evening before his houſe, he had ſeen ſe- 
veral lights in it, and. becauſe. he learned that 
this counſellor had company to ſup with, him; 
and, laſtly, when he ſpat one day in a lady's bo- 
ſom, becauſe he found i it too openly diſplayed. 
But when he was really ill of the dropſy, he 
l made his, valet. de chambre read the evening 
prayer every night to him when; he went ta 
bed. At. the and of the prayer there was a be- 


nediction. 


n 
nediction. One evening the ' valet de "7239; 
read, May God Bleſs your majeſty; thinking that 
he ought to read fo, from a kind of politeneſs. 
That is not in the book,” cried the king, 
throwing the firſt thing at him which he could 
lay his hand upon; © read again.“ The valet 
de chambre, not Knowing in what he could 
have made a miſtake, read again, May God ble oſs 
your majeſty. —< Itis not ſo, youſcou ndrel,” cried 
his majeſty once more, throwing his nightcap 
at him. The Poor valet, half dead with fear, 
read, for the third time, May God bleſs | your ma- 
Jay. His majeſty then fell into a dreadful pat. 
ion; and cried out, May God Ble eſs you | 1 you 
ec ſcoundrel - who does not know that, 1 in hea- 
t ven, I ſhall be a ſcoundrel like yourſelf ww.” 

Frederic the Great, convinced alſo of his 
veakneſs, allowed that mankind are dependent 
beings; but not with the Germanic naivetẽ of 
His father, nor in ſo comico-chriſtian a manner. 
He felt ſenſibly, and with an emotion of ſad- 
neſs, what we all are. This hero and con- 5 
queror told me, ſo far back as the year 177 I, „ 
« Alas! I cannot overcome every obſtacte.” 
The ſame Frederic, the greateſt man of the 
eighteenth century, ſaid to me, in the laſt ſv 1 
mer of his life, „always was a poor mor- 

tal,” * e who, a little : before the * pe- 


riod 


| 0 97 * = 
NEE when he deſcended among the n of 
antiquity, ſtill ruled his empire with a vigour of 
mind truly regal, ſaid to me, on the 3oth f 
June 1786, I am now only an old ca, 
fit to be thrown tothe dogs. | 
According to his philoſophy, Frederic he Great 
believed that he owed his exiſtence. to chance, 
He had a juſt ſenſe, indeed, of his dependence 
on a ſuperior power, that of age and time: 
but this great prince had not that conſolation 
which ariſes to the meaneſt of mankind. He 
did not enjoy that comfort which proceeds na- 
turally from our weakneſs—an idea of our de- 
pendence on God, and of the end of our ex- 
iſtence beyond this life and the grave. Fre- 
deric the Great conſidered his life as a vapour, 
created by chance, and which age diſſipated. 
He did not believe in what is the nobleſt, the 
beſt, and the grandeſt hope of man the im- 
mortality of the ſoul. His creed was, that the 
_ thinkdyg part of man is inſeparable from the | 
body, and periſhes with it. | 
He, who was ſo often melancholy when he 
reflected how much his exiſtence depended on 
age and time, was not ſenſible that this de- 
. eee which renders us ſo little in one point 
, of views exalts us in. another, by intimatelx | 
1 H 5 connecting 


i”, 95 ) 
connecting vs with the Deity. Frederic the 
Great, in the latter part of his life, undoubtedly | 
experienced very painful ſenſations. Men ge- 
nerally, either through vanity or affectation, 
conceal theſe bia - and flatterers, who 
wiſh to praiſe the great, ſuppoſe that they are 
never diſturbed by them. This eminent prince 
did not conceal from me what he felt in this 
reſpect. Theſe ideas, however, were in his 
great mind only momentary; and though, for 
the moſt part, they deſtroy all the activity and 
faculties of the beſt organized heads, he pre- 
ſerved, till the laſt moment, his uſual firmneſs 
and courage. On this account he was always 
maſter of himſelf. Till almoſt the very mo- 


ment of his death, he applied, without inter- 


ruption, to his wonted occupations. It has 
nevertheleſs been frequently aſſerted, through 
out all Germany, that Frederic outlived himſelf; 
that his powers of mind were exhauſted, and that 
his vivacity and vigour of thought had aban- 

doned him. It appears to me, on the contrary, 
that many princes would be very happy to poſ- 
ſeſs, in the flower of life, that vigour and ſtrength 
of mind which Frederic enjoyed during the laſt 
ſummer of his: this certainly would ſecure 
to ae a great name. The generals, miniſters, 

| all, baſſadors, ' 


M Y 


i ambaſſadors, and private ſecretaries of his Pruſ- 


ſian majeſty, well know that the ſpirit of this 


prince was diſcernible in every thing which he 
did in the ſummer of 1786; and what Mr. 


 Hertzberg, the miniſter, ſaid on this ſubject, 


has certainly more weight than the idle reports 
of all Germany. I ſaw Frederic at many mo- 


ments when he appeared to me capable of de- 
ciding reſpecting a war; and though he could 
not have taken the field in perſon, one might 
read in his eyes that his head was ſufficiently 
clear to form the beſt plans, and to direct the 
execution of them with perfect propriety. A 
few days before my arrival at Potſdam, he 
wrote, with his own- hand, inſtructions to his 5 


ambaſſador at one of the moſt powerful courts 
in Europe, which, as I was aſſured, were a 
maſter-piece of politics. I learned alſo that, 


during my reſidence there, he had formed reſo- 
lutions reſpecting a foreign affair, which were 


as bold and deciſive as any he had ever formed 
at the uſual age of vivacity and vigour. 


My readers will, perhaps, wiſh to know in 


what manner his majeſty ſpent his time during 
the ſeventeen days I reſided at Potſdam. His 


manner of living, from the period of my depar- 
tutnre till his death, may be ſeen in the Memoirs 


of Mr. Hertaberg, 1, | 
„ Afeer 
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( 100 ) 
Aſter his majeſty's diſorder had become fo 
ſerious, he began, buſineſs at a very early hour. 
Before that period, the cabinet ſecretaries never 
made their appearance till rowards ſix or ſeven 
in the morning; but after it he always required 
their attendance at four. My cenditionꝰ (theſe 
are the memorable words by which his majeſty 
announced to his | ſecretaries. this change) 
_ © obliges me to give you this trouble, which 
uill not continue long. As my life is on the de- 
dline, I mult turn to advantage that part of it 
which remains, for it does not belong to me but 
to the ſtate.” '—What a leſſon to future kings, 
Princes, and rulers! for every one knows that 
there is no king or prince, great or ſmall, who 
has not occaſion | for his time. 4 Every morning 
at four, after Frederic had given audience ta 
his adjutant, one of his huſſars in waiting 
brought him all the reports of his miniſters and 
generals, all the diſpatches of his ambaſſadors, 
and all the letters which had arrived in the night 
at Berlin, from different countries. Having 
examined them, and ſelected ſuch as were of 
moſt immediate conſequence, he placed on one 
ſide thoſe which he wiſhed to read himſelf, and 
on the other thoſe which he intended his cabinet 
ſecretaries ſhould give him an account of. Hig. 
ſecretaries 


(101 . 

5 ſecretaries v were then called, who were obliged 
to come from Sans-Souci to Porſdam by four in 
the morning. When they arrived, his majeſty de- 
livered to them ſuch papers as he wiſhed them 
to read; they then repaired to an apartment 
without the caſtle, read the whole, and made 
ſhort extracts from them: in the mean time 

his majeſty peruſed all his letters; after which 
the fecretaries were called in ſucceſſion, each 
having his pen in his hand. Frederic firſt diftated 

what concerned the letters which he had read 
himſelf; his ſecretaries then gave an account of 

| thoſe from which they had made extracts; and 

| his majeſty dictated to them his orders, and the 
anſwers he meant to give, almoſt word for 
word. Thus, in general, from the hour of four 
to ſix or ſeven in the morn ag, one ſick mor- 
tal ruled a whole kingdom, and diſpatched at 
the ſame time all foreign affairs. The cabinet 
ſecretaries then returned to Potſdam, wrote out 
fair copies of what the king had dictated to 
them, and brought them Aer dinner to be 
Gened. But, what is rarely done in the ad- 
miniſtration of ſtates, his majeſty read over again 
all theſe letters and orders, before he * his 
ſignature to them. : 
Frederic then, after ſeven in the morning, 
mint have given himſelf up to indolence, and 
5 been 
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been expoſed. to languor, if he had thought pro+ 
per; but this he never could nor would do. Such 
a mode of life no ſovereign can follow. ins 

At that hour the bill of fare was brought him, 
but only for dinner, as he never ſupped; at 
the ſame hour all the productions of his gar- 
dens and gteen- houſes, which had appeared 
ſince the preceding day, were alſo brought him. 
I always ſaw them in large baſkets Placed on the 
tables of the anti- chamber; ; they were the 
choiceſt and moſt beauriful of his fruits , conſiſt. 
ing of cherries, grapes, melons, peaches, apri - 
cots, plums, and piſengs* ; and care was taken 
not to ſuffer a ſingle cherry to be amongſt them 
that was ; deformed by the ſmalleſt ſpeck. Fre- 
| deric i in general ate ſome of theſe fruits. 
Ateight, when] arrived, he was almoſt always 
employed i in reading, either a French tranſla- 
tion of ſome ancient author, or ſome work re- 
ſpecting modern hiſtory; but as his hand was 
ſo weak that he could not hold a moderate oc- 
tavo volume, he. had every work of a large ſize 
formed into ſmall diviſions of a few ſheets 
each. From the hour of eight I remained with 
him as long as he thought proper ; generally 
half an n hour, but ſometimes a whole hour. After 


* A Beautifol Kd ef "figs brought from the iſland of 
Jars TP. 5 
* 


# . 
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my departure the commandant of Potſdam, the 
worthy, honeſt, and mild lieutenant-general De 
Rohdich, arrived to receive the orders of the 
day; but this was always a momentary -buſi- 
neſs, becauſe at four in the morning an officer 
gave an account of every thing that had paſſed 
at the gates of Potſdam, and in the whole gar- 
riſon. Between nine and eleven his majeſty 
gave audience to the adjutants, ane | 
with whom he had occaſion to ſpeak. . 
At eleven, count de Lucheſini jp: a 
Goertz, his majeſty's uſual company. at table, 
made their appearance. From the time of my 


arrival till near that of my departure, count de 


Schwerin, firſt equerry—and after my departure, 
till his majeſty's death, Mr. Hertzberg the 
miniſter, and count Pinto a Piedmonteſe, and 5 
colonel of engineers, were generally of the party 
alſo. Beſides theſe, he had with him ſometimes 
one of his generals, and ſometimes one of his 
majors. It is to be obſerved that F rederic ſent : 
an invitation every morning even to thoſe 
who were ted to 0 his ble. *. whole iy ay, 
round. & mY 
The dinner laſted ene "ly half an - 


hour, but oftener an hour and a half. The 


king ate always with a keen appetite, and for 
the moſt part too much. He drank a kind of 
| H + 8 White 
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white wine, made at Bergerac in France, but 
with great moderation. When dinner was over, 
he always ſlept more or leſs, but never long; 
after which he took a few diſhes of coffee, then 
ſat in the ſun, on his terrace, or amuſed himſelf 
with ſome object or other. For example, he had 


always ſomething to do with jewellers and lapi- 
daries. One day, while I was with him, he re- 
viewed all his jewels and precious ſtones, which 


were very numerous. Thoſe in his own apart- 
ment were eſtimated at five millions of crowns®. 


I had generally orders to wait upon his ma- 


| jeſt at three in the afternoon ; but my viſit was 
often delayed half an hour or more, on account 


of his being buſy, 'or aſleep. / The audience 
laſted as long as that of the morning. His 
majeſty's occupations then recommenced, and 
various letters were brought him to be ſigned. 


IF One day I ſaw count de Finkenſtein enter; 


1 


8 1 3 flones 2 a Lind I "aſion in the capricious 
mind of Frederic. His taſte in this reſpe& was ſingular : : 
brilliants he conſidered as not ſufficiently beautiful. He had 


always before him, beſides a leaden cheſt full of ſnuff, 
two other wooden cheſts, and four ſnuff- boxes of Sileſian 


agate. They were ornamented with precious ſtones of all 
colours, which-were neither ſapphires, rubies, nor emeralds, 
as I at firſt imagined ; but real brilliants, with foils of different 
colours placed under them, according to his majeſty's di- 


and 


(10g 1 
EW: at. the fame: time prince Dolgoroucky, 
the Ruſſian envoy, had his audience of leave. 


Often, as I was going out, officers and engineers 


were entering with plans, drawings, Fun 


„ 


The king's evening party arrived at half after 
43 and conſiſted uſually of the chamberlain, 


count de Lucheſini, and general Goertz. Dur- 


ing the whole time I reſided at Potſdam, 
and even during the time he himſelf reſided 
there, count Schwerin, the grand equerry, was 
admitted alſo. Two days after my departure, 
he was ſucceeded, by Mr. de Hertzberg, who, as 
well as count de Schwerin, attended the king, 
and remained at Sens-Souct - till the period of 
his death. The king always converſed cheer- 
fully with this ſociety, who afterwards ſupped 
together by themſelves; and Frederic made a 
young man from Berlin read to him, ſometimes 
= Cicero, ſometimes, Plutarch, and ſometimes Voll- 
taire, till the hour of ten, at uch he . 
went to- ſleep. 193 3 Þ 
The king therefore, Fw Bag ts laſt ned 
| that is to fay, for the ſpace of nine months, 
ſpent all his evenings with count Lucheſini and 
count Goerta, who compoſed the whole com- 
pany when there were none of the miniſters 
of Berlin at Sans-Souci, For the fix preceding 


years, he had ſpent them, except on extraordi- 
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nary occalions,' in a tcte à tete with count de 


Lucheſini; but when his majeſty's oppreſſion 
| Increaſed, after the review of Sileſia, in 1785, 


he admitted, as a third, count Goertz, as he 
could no longer ſupport a converſation with 


Luchefini alone, who was for fix years in his 


majeſty's company every day, and for five years 


his only companion in the evening. No philo- 


ſopher, therefore, or man of letters, was better 
acquainted with the character of Frederic the 


Great, than this learned, amiable, and lively 


Italian. The king not only employed him 
often in foreign affairs, and ſeeret commiſſions, 


but, from what the reigning prince of Deſſau 
.affured me, entruſted him with all his ſecrets ; 


ſo that he knows the internal affairs of Pruffia, 
as well as thoſe of foreign countries, reſpecting 


Which he was perfectly inſtructed by his late 


majeſty. The worthy prinee of Deſſau told 
me, that the preſent King, on his acceſſion to 
the throne, addreſſed the following compliment 


to the count : Lou was the late king's beſt 


«friend ; be the ſame to me -alſo.” Lucheſini 


was properly his majeſty”: 8 literary friend. Fre- 


deric no longer read new books with any plea- 
fore; it is well known that he never read any 
book in German except the Bible, and True 


Cbriſtianity by Arndts, the only two works which 


— is | 7 9 ö | the 


( 


an king his father ſuffered him to have when 


in priſon at Küſtrin. Lucheſini, however, read 


evety thing; for he was well verſed in the Ger- 


man, and conſequently. could give the king an 
account of every novelty in the German litera- 


ture, with as much facility as he could make 


him acquainted with thoſe of other nations. 


Man always wiſhes to commit certain 
thoughts. and ſentiments to ſome friend, in or- 
der that he may unburden his mind. Maby 


princes chooſe for confidants their valets or 
game keepers; but Frederic the Great had good 


ſenſe enough to chooſe Lucheſini. He Was, 
above all, his confidant reſpecting his literary 


| works: the king gave him all his manuſcripts 
to read, and converſed with him on the ſub- 


ject of Wem No one therefore would be 


fitter to publiſh his majeſty 8 works, as he could 
enrich them with notes and illuſtrations re- 
ceived from Frederic's own mouth. Lucheſini, 


who forgets nothing, is on this account richer 
and more abundant in anecdotes than any per- 


ſon i is or could be. Had he been the hiſtorian 


of this modern Cæſar, as he muſt at leaſt know 


the literary hiſtory of all his works, the public 


would have ſet a higher value on many little 


pieces, which at preſent appear unintereſt ing, 


becauſe we are not acquainted wich the circum- 


' ances 


(6. 


ſtaneesthat gave riſe to them, and which Lucheſini 


muſt have been informed of by his majeſty hirti- 
ſelf. But all this will die with him, unleſs he 
_ executes” what 1 have earneſtly requeſted, and 
here again requeſt him to do, in the name of 
the whole world and of poſterity. "> TWO 
Count Lucheſini is at preſent thirty- two years 
of age; and the greatneſs of his character, his 
candour, probity, integrity, love of truth, pru- 
dence, fidelity, deep penettation, prodigious 
memory, erudition, and profobnd philoſophical 
and political genius, \convince me that he is 
fully qualified to execute what I expect from 
him, and which no perſon living can do ſo well. 
By this he would merit the gratitude of poſte- 
rity, Lad undoubtedly acquire immortal glory. 
Ifaw in His houſe at Potſdam a ftriking 'proof 
of the confidence which the king had in his 
diſcretion.” Having afked him what was be⸗ 
come of his majeſty's cotreſpondence with 
d'Alembert, « The miniſter of France,” ſaid he, 
imagines that the whole of this correſpondence 
has been facrificed to Vulcan. The day when 
that learned man died, Mr. de Vergennes, the 
miniſter of ſtate, haſtened to his houſe, and 
demanded, by order of the king of France, all 
the king of Pruffia's letters to him. The letters 
were A delivered to the miniſter, who 


immediately 


, 
oþ 
- 


* 


a 


. 5 
5 immediately committed them to the flames. 
But notwithſtanding this precaution, continued 
Lucheſini, “ this correſpondence is not deſtroy- 
ed, as the French miniſter believes; for though 
all the letters were written by the king's own 
hand, they were, in compliance with his majeſ- 
ty's deſire, all copied by Mr. Cat: Frederic 


ſent only copies to d' Alembert, and preſerved the 


originals.” To convince me that this was true, 
Lucheſini opened his bureau; and ſhewing me 


fix large packets, ſaid, * Theſe are the king's let- 


ters to d'Alembert:*” they undoubtedly amount- 


ed to ſome hundreds. The late king's anſwers. 
exiſt alſo. You know his majeſty's writing, 


added Lucheſini: © I will open ſome of the let- 
ters, as chance directs, and you will plainly ſee 
that they are originals.” One of the letters he 


read, and afterwards put it into my hands. 


One part of it related to literary, philoſophical, 
and theological objects; and the other con- 
| tained ſarcaſms on the politics of the time: 

the whole was written in a bold and deciſive 
ſtrain. Few of the French literati, philoſo- 
phers, and above all theologians, and miniſ- 


ters of ſtate, could read theſe letters, which | | 


according to every - appearance will never 
be publiſhed, without being affected in 
che moſt ſenſible manner. From what my in- 


timacy 


5 


| timacy with count Lucheſini gave me an ops 
portunity of knowing, I am of opinion that 


they will never be all printed. The ſecond 
queſtion I aſked him was, whether it was true 
that the king had written the hiſtory of the war of 
| ſeven years; that through the ſtupidity of a page 
it had been one day burnt; and that the king 
ſaid nothing elſe to the page, who threw him- 
ſelf on his knees when he informed his majeſty - 
of the misfortune, than theſe words . So I muſt 
<< rite this hiſtory. again?“ Lucheſini aſſured 
me that this anecdote was true; and that Fre- 
deric had really written a ſecond time the hiſ⸗ 5 
tory: of the war of ſeven years. 3 
A heroi- comic poem, in the ſtyle of the 
Maid of Orleans, the ſubject and deſign of which 
1 neither ſhould nor will mention; and which, 
as I have been told, will perhaps be publiſhed, 
vas intended to be ſo ſeveral years ago. Schmid, 
the celebrated engraver of Berlin, had executed 
the plates with which it was to be ornamented; 
but the king having changed his mind, the 
poem was ſuppreſſed, and the plates were burnt. 
Counſellor Brandes of Hanover, who has in 
| his collection the fineſt books and prints 
| that the world ever produced, is now in. NS 
fion of theſe engravings. 


Another heroi-comic poem, on the ee 


3 haſtened to inform his majeſty of this ſingular 


WES „ 0 e | 
of Poland, in the ſtyle alſo of the Maid of 07. 
{cans, which the king had no intention of print- 
ing, and which probably never will be printed, 
was found ſome years ago, very much to the 
king's ſorrow, in the preſs at Hamburgh: a 
well-known bookſeller had advertiſed it, and 
even quoted ſome paſſages from it. This came 
to the knowledge of Lucheſini, who was much 
ſurpriſed when he ſaw the extracts copied, word 
for word, from the king's manuſcript; and he 


circumſtance. Frederic was as much aſtoniſhed 
as Lucheſini; for he had entruſted the manu- 
ſcript only to Voltaire and another ' perſon. 
« What is to be done in this conjuncture?“ 
ſaid the king. Lucheſini replied, © Send as 
ſoon as poſſible a courier to Hamburgh, to 
order the Pruſſian reſident to go inſtantly to 
the bookſeller, and to demand, with threats of 
vengeance in caſe of a refuſal, the manuſcripr, 
and all the ſheets that have been printed: then re- 
ward the bookſeller in a manner worthy of a king.” 
This plan, which pleaſed Frederic, was punctual- 
ly and ſucceſsfully executed, after four ſheets. 
| had been already printed. I was told by fome _ 
perſon at Hanover, that Voltaire had. ſtolen this 5h 
poem from Frederic, and, cauſing it to be 
8 appropriated it to himſelf; and that Beau- 
C marchais 


1 
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. 4 
marchais had 1 the manuſcript of Vol- 
taire's executors, and fold it at Hamburgh. 
Frederic, at an early period of life, ſpoke the 
Sw language, and employed it when he 
vrote in preference to any other. He was there- 
fore, during his whole life, fond of the French 


| literature, and compoſed all his works in French. 


But ĩt may be aſked, why did he not pay atten- | 
tion to the light which Gotſched, and ſeveral 
profeſſors at Leipſic, diffuſed. abroad, through- 


but all Germany, after the year 1740 I ſhall 
— - reply, becauſe he was too modeſt; for though he 
| bad got far before the whole ſecond half of the 


eighteenth century, he however conſidered him- 
ſelf ſo deficient 3 in thoſe kinds of literary objects, 
that he never looked from Sans- Souci to Leipſic * 


and, with regard to what concerns the empire 


of faſhion, he was great enough to emancipate 
himſelf from it, and he always remained volun- 
tarily behind his age in this reſpect. His army, 
till the time of his death, was dreſſed i in the 
ſame manner as they were when he mounted 
the throne. He even neglected very neceſſary 
alterations, which his ſucceſſor was obliged to 
make; and he neglected them merely becauſe 
they were alterations. In conſequence of this 


mode of thinking, the clothes: of his footmen 


and. chaſſeurs were cut. in the ſame ſtyle in 
VV 


5 (x ma; * 
| 1786 as s they had becnsin 1546. 
adherence to theſe minutiæ was agreeable to the 


firmneſs of his mind and character; and this 


was the true reaſon why he ſet little value on 


the German literature. He did not, however, 


deſpiſe the German muſes: on the contrary, he 
never diſputed that rank which they deſeryed 


and held; and he was contented with not eulti- 


7 vating them himſelf, Se During his youth, we 
had no German Voltaire; our geniuſes were 


not then born; 3) and on this. account Frederic 
applied to the French literature, which in the 7 
aa ng of the, reign. of Louis XIV. was as 


1 


literature: is at iN a aa years beer; & 
for this reaſon Frederic never read any German 


book. His taſte for foreign literature, and 
above all for the F rench, was ſtrengthened, on 


the other hand, by his intimate and daily inter- 
courſe with Algarotti, Voltaire; and D- Argens. 


For ſome time after the two firſt wars of Sileſia, 


he had theſe celebrated men always with him; 
and that was the happieſt and moſt tranquil 


period of his reign. The pleaſure and charms 


of their company ſurpaſſed every thing that he 
ſaw, heard, or knew of the ſpirit of the ſociety 
ol the German H terati. Sulzer loved and re- 
ſpected the Ger ns; but he however allowed 


1 e that 


| H 1 ſtrick 


4) 
that many of them, being unacquainted with 
the world, would have been greatly embarraſſed 
in the marble hall of Sans-Souci, if ſeated at 
table with the king, Voltaire, Algarotti, and 
D'Argens; and that ſuch a ſituation would ra- 
ther have given them a colic, than inſpired 
them with wit. Sulzer has often aſſured me 
that it was a thouſand times more agreeable 
and more delightful to hear Voltaire, Algarotti, 
and D'Argens converſe together, than to read 
the beſt written and moſt amuſing book. This 
candid philoſopher, this good patriot, therefore, 
was not aſtoniſhed that a German literary man, 
dull and auk ward in every thing which he ſaid 
or did, ſhould appear to the king very ſtupid, 

in compariſon of thoſe lively and brilliant : 
geniuſes. He aſſured me that the king con- 
ſidered a German wit as a being abſolutely 
imaginary; and though the number of geniuſes 
increaſed every day in that country, none of them 
were ever ſeen in the marble hall of Sans-Souci. 
But it was frequented by a Voltaire, an Alga- 
rotti, and a D'Argens; and their ſuppers in the 
marble hall of the caſtle of Sans-Souci, fo juſtly 
called the abode of peace, happineſs, domeſtic 
- eaſe, genius, and the muſes, continued ſo Jong, 
that the ſervants who waited at table con- 
cacted ſwellin 85 in their _ At thoſe nofturnal 
feſtivals 


( 


 Faivaty of wit and the muſes, the company Stink 
champagne. There is undoubtedly no place 


in Germany where ſo much wit was ever dif- 


played, as in the marble hall of Sans. Souci. This 


J often repeated to myſelf, when ſeated between 
the Corinthian pillars oppoſite to the Venus 
Urania, and the Apollo, who holds in his hand 


Lucretius, in Which Is W in large gold 


characters | 23 = CS ) 


Te fedank ftudeg feribuiitis 1 ls 
| Quos ego de rerum natura pangere conor. 


Frederic did not deſpiſe the Germans, though 
he never invited anyof their literary men to din- 


ner. All his grand enterprizes were executed 
by Germans; and it was with their aſſiſtance that 


he ſignalized himſelf by ſo many bold and im- 


mortal actions: neither did he deſpiſe the Ger- 
man language; for he required that all letters 
ſent to him on the foreign affairs of his king- 
dom, all the reports of his miniſters and gene- 
rals, and every thing that concerned the whole 


army, ſhould be written in German. The Aca- | 


demy of Sciences at Berlin alone was obliged to 
write to him in French ; and he always returned 
an anſwer in the ſame language. All this was ef 


tabliſhed, and continued the ſame, from the 
beginning of his reign to the cloſe of it. He 


himſelf dreſſed in 1786 exactly in the fame 
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( 16 ) 
manner as be dreſſed in 1740. His whole 
wardrobe, which I have ſeen, except two ſurtouts 
that which he wore, and another - conſiſted 
in two ſuits of uniforms, one for ſummer, and 
the other for winter. The ſurtout which he 
never wore, was of ſky- blue ſattin, embroider- 
ed in gold by his ſiſter, the ducheſs dowager of 
Brunſwic. He never put it on, becauſe he 
conſidered it as too gaudy. 55 
Though Frederic read only French books, 
and ſet a higher eſteem on Voltaire than on Got- 
ſched, he was no leſs great and good, at all 
times, in every thing which he did; and, not- 
withſtanding this, his goodneſs was doubted 
even till the moment of his death. Count de 


Mirabeau was not aſhamed to ſay, in his 
famous Letter to Frederic William II. “ Fre- 


« deric. merited the admiration, but never the 
60 love, of mankind.” —The king's behaviour to 

me, and many expreſſions which I heard from 

his mourh, prove the goodneſs of his heart ; 
for, without this valuable quality, he would not 
have ſhewn himſelf ſo friendly and grateful 
towards me, One day, when I had the good 
fortune to conſole him in a moment of dejection, 
had he not poſſeſſed real goodneſs of heart, he 
would not have faid—< I never receive greater 
favs i pleaſure. than when I. can cauſe a houſe to 


. bo be 


as 


117 5 

* be buile for a poor man. Nothing in ne 
ever gave me greater pain, than when I ſaw 
© my poor ſoldiers, who had expoſed their lives- 
te for their country, neglected when ſick or 
cc wounded ; nothing ever afflicted me more 
te than when I have found myſelf the innocent 
cc cauſe of the death of any perſon whatever.“ 
| It appears to me that, if : any ever exiſted, theſe 
are traits of humanity, and of a noble and feeling 
, 7 ſeems as if deſirous of inſinuat- 

in the third book of his Jong, that, accord- 
Tock to Frederic, there was no difference be- 


tween right and wrong, and that this great 


man placed vice above virtue : yet the moſt 
certain and beſt authenticated anecdotes of 
the life of my hero plainly ſhew, that he poſ- 


ſeſſed the moſt amiable qualities - goodneſs of 


heart, mildneſs, à diſpoſition to attend always 


to the different ſituations of mankind ; in ſhort, - 


benevolence, ſenſibility, and the moſt paternal 
tenderneſs towards his ſubjects. When his 
father, who was far from treating him as 'a 
good father ought to treat a ſon, ſent for him 
to his bed-ſide, in the laſt moments of his life, 
he was ſeen to quit the apartment in tears, very 


much affected, and oppreſſed with grief. Tears, 


in this fitvation, indicate quite another thing 
pant the tears which are generally ſhed. 5 
1 "a 
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let us read only his affecting and intereſting 
correſpondence with Suhm; or the charming 
and friendly letters which he wrote, during. the 


war of ſeven years, to the old counteſs of Ca- 


mas; and we will then ſee whether it is poſſible 
to doubt reſpecting the character of the here- 
ditary prince, and that of the king. His con- 
Kitution was not robuſt; and the weakneſs of 
his nerves, and. ſome exceſſes in youth, had 
brought many complaints upan him at a very 


early period of life, When very young, he had 


exhauſted and enervated himſelf by women; 
and, the year before his acceſſion to the throne, 
he confeſſed to Suhm that he was become 


impotent. My unhappy experience, ſays. he, 
in one of his letters to that. gentleman, has 
made me a phyſician. But who ever: knew 
better than Frederic how to harden - and 


ſtrengthen his body by the effects of charac- 
ter and diſpoſition? 


This weakneſs was a ſubject of triumph 


to the French, in the beginning of the war of 


ſeven years, a little before the battle of Roſ- 
bach. With the marquis of Brandenburg * 


ene e hoper to « aa ſaid oy 356 for how 


S This was 1 title which 1 French Jiemengats and 
enſigns gave to Frederic the Great. 


"7" "Ou 


Ci 


cc can an impotent king make war upon us? In 
certain reſpects the French were much in the 


right: for a man who is in this ſituation, may 


be a wit, and good-humoured ; but he rarely 


poſſeſſes true genius, or energy and. ſtrength 
of mind, The French, for this very reaſon, 
thought themſelves ſo certain, before the battle of 


Roſbach, of realiſing their ideas, that they open 
ly boaſted at Verſailles that they would ſoon © - 
bring the king of Pruſſia priſoner to Paris, A 


lady, to whomthis was told, replied So much 


« the better; I ſhall at leaſt have the pleaſure of 


e ſeeing a king,” At the ſame time there appear- 
ed an epigram on Frederic, aſcribed tea lady, 


in which it was ſaid that he was the greateſt of 
heroes and of kings ; but the author added, 


ce Alas! what a pity that be is not 4 nan 
He was naturally weak; and yet, when he 
was only hereditary prince, he was decidedly 


A philoſopher. The trifling and apiſni tricks of 


the military art, which his father was fond of, 
and which are the delight of ſo. many: princes, 
gave him great diſguſt, His father having em- 
ployed a whole day, from morning till night, 
in reviewing his troops, and making them 
march from right to left, and from left to right, 
he vrote to Suhm, We kill ourſelves here with 
80 bee exerciſe; and loſe in folly that 
go e valu- 


{ 120 ) 


oe © ia 735 1 0 - F-? © 2k 
. valuable time which can never be recover- 


ed.“ In another letter to Suhm, he calls all 
this military vanity * the real amuſement of 
children. Amidſt his father's reviews, he ſighed 
after his books, his vines, his melons, and 
his cherries ; but his ſtudies afforded him the 


| greateſt pleaſure. When prince royal, he was 


niggardly of nothing but his time; and he al- 
ways ſowed for futurity. He could not com- 


prehend, however elegant he might be at that 
period, how people could ſpeak of faſhions, 
dreſs, and other objects relating to women; 
how they could ſeriouſly occupy their thoughts 


with ſuch trifles—expoſe themſelyes continually 


to miſery, and yet fear death. The life of. A 


courtier appeared to him to be no life at all. . 
The victories of Munich over the Turks, 


however, agitated and diſturbed his mind, amidſt 
all the tranquillity of his philoſophy, It ap- 


pears to me that this inquietude excited that 
ardour for the glory of arms, which afterwards 


glowed ſo warmly in the boſom of Frederic. But 


this ardour ſoon appeared to be extinguiſhed, 


On the 26th of November 1737, he wrote. to 


Suhm “ Do not talk to me, dear Suhm, of 
t heroic diſpoſitions, except with regard io 


- igþ friendſhip.” If goodneſs of heart, fidelity, and 
Fe, 2) cnn are as as neceſſary as the ferocious rage 


T0 


* 


.< 14197 


of Hh warrior and conqueror; if a proper 


ce choice of men; who may be uſeful to us, can 


** ſupply the want of that great ſtrength of 


* mind which forms vaſt projects; and if 
ce mildneſs and good intentions are of mote. 


et worth than that irreſiſtible activity of men 
© who ſeem born to overturn the whole world 


ein that caſe | aſpire at being a herq, but un- 
& der theſe. conditions only. Benevolence and 
ce mildneſs form a good citizen, but not a great 
ec man ; for this reaſon I am not ſo yain as to 
< {eek for a great name; I chooſe rather to be 
ec only a man, ſince I cannot be ſo unleſs I do 


e all the good that the ſituation in which I am 
& will permit,” Such were the ſentiments which 
| Frederic entertained three years before he 
mounted the throne, The people of Berlin, how- 
ever, were not acquainted with his greatneſs. 
They were told that he gave elegant entertain- 
ments at Rheinſberg ; that he was fond of 
women and muſic ; that he had a neat foot, 


and danced elegantly : and all Berlin-promiſed 
themſelves, under his reign, golden days, con- 
tinual feſtivals, plays, operas, and balls. 

This was not altogether the idea of F rederic 
William his father, when he ſaid on his death- 
bed to the queen his ſpouſe “ Well, you 
6. are going to rejoice at my death. At pre- 
6 ſent 
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e themſelves ; but remember what I ſfay-—in 


264 148: 490 | 
er ſent the people of Berlin are going to JE 


< the end matters will be quite different.“ Fre- 
deric was not born à warrior; but he was the 
boldeſt warrior and the firſt general of his age, 


Notwithſtanding his propenſity to effeminacy, 
he ' diſpenſed with the moſt © requiſite con- 
veniences of life, and thoſe which few people 
can renounce. When king, he never uſed a morn- 


_ ing gown; night cap, or ſlĩppers. In bed; he al- 


ways ſlept with his hat on. One day, ſeeing me 
cold, he complained of the ſeverity of the cli- 


mate of Germany, and added that he had always 


ſound cold and dampneſs very diſagreeable to 
him. Nevertheleſs he brought on his laſt illneſs 


by his own imprudence ; for during the two laſt 


grand operations in Sileſia, in the year 1985, 
he uſed to remain from morning till night with- 


out a cloak or great coat, before his army, 


| expoſed to cold, and very heavy rains; and 
_ afterwards to dine, without changing his wet 


clothes, in an open barn, with his generals, and 


foreigners from various countries. 


Frederic poſſeſſed a vigour and naivky of 


mind which were almoſt above human; and on 
11. account he often required from his wow 
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ls Aae ſoldiers, and phyſicians, things _ 
far above the uſual powers of man. 5 
It has been oſten ſaid, by French 1 800 d 
. een that Frederic had as good engineers, i 
and as good officers of artillery, in his army, as 
any other ſovereign. But he always expected that 
they ſhould perform wonders, with little money; 
and though the Pruſſians underſtood ſieges very 
badly, he never employed above half of what was 
neceſſary for carrying one on. At the fiege of 
Prague, in 1757, he had not in the ſpace of 
thirty miles round a ſingle cannon of large 
bore. The garriſon of Olmutz, in 1758, was 
twice as numerous as the Pruſſian army who = 

| beſieged it; and the city had two communica- 
tions open with the Auſtrian army: but his yaſt 
genius undertook every enterprize with a half, 
or even fourth part, of the forces neceſſary ; and 
yet he always ſucceeded. How great would 
his joy be, did he know that the duke of Brunſ- 
wic took, in Holland, batteries and fortreſſes 
with a handful of cuiraſſiers; and veſſels armed. 
with cannon by the help of a few huſfars ! 
Notwithſtanding his ſuperior genius and cou- 
rage, the private life of the philoſopher of Sans: 
Souci was always calm and ſimple; and, in 
that retreat wheye he was not obliged to act 
the hero and the king, he loved to act the man. 
1 i ik DAE EINE Tn 
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In muſic, in painting, and even in the colour of. 
bis furniture, he loved every thing pleaſing and 


ſoft. His taſte for painting, in the grand Italian 


ſtyle; was not fixed till the latter part of his 
life; but he had always an averſion to the terri- 
ble of that art, which he thought was invented 
for executioners. One day when a; young girl 
attempted to drown herfelf below his windows 
at Potſdam, he called out for aſſiſtance, with _ 
every lign of the - utmoſt terror and diſtreſs. 
But Frederic ſhewed very few ſentiments of 
mildneſs, when the two thirds of Europe took 
up arms againſt him, and threatened his de- 
ſtruction. He did not preſerve the honour of his 
family, or che immortality: of his name; and 
at a time when he thought every thing loſt, he did 
not procure ſafety by mildneſs and ſoft words. 
When a lion is ſeverely wounded, he never 
preſents his paw, in a friendly manrer, to his per- 
ſecutors. Sophiſts may ſay that the enlight- S 
ened beneficence which organizes and vivifies 
empires, has never yet appeared upon thrones, 
pure and without mixture. Cold and harſh 
politicians may deſpiſe the millions of crowns 
which Frederic, after the war of ſeyen years, 
diſtributed” among his ſubjects; they may ſay, 
as long as they chooſe, that he gave with 


one hand, to Fund doubly with the other. 
| But 


expected large intereſt for thoſe ſums which he 


diſtributed among his ſubjects who had . 


* fires or inundations. 


Of all that the pen of a celebrated miniſter ; 


; 1 poſſeſſes great genius, has tranſmitted on 


this ſubject to poſterity—of all that hiſtorians 


may ſay in their immortal works. and of all that 


a great French warrior“ has remarked—nothing | 


can elevate or touch the: ſoul ſo much as the 
two following anecdotes, which diſplay great 


— humanity and magnanimity, and which in 
my opinion are the moſt authentic proofs of 


the king's greatneſs of mind. Theſe anecdotes 
were related to me by one of thoſe. men for 
whom I entertain the greateſt eſteem and re- 


ſpect—lieutenant general Stamford, at preſent 
chamberlain to the Stadtholder, and preceptor 


to the two Princes of Orange. I ſhall relate 


them here, bone they _ have been PRO 


* 


One day, whilethe wks was abe his apart- 


ment at Sans-Souci, he happened to fall aſleep. 
Before the window, which was open, ſtood a 


box own a large quantity of ducats, 


* Count de Guibert, | in hi Elogiumc on the Hig of Pruſſia: 
20 55 ( 1 : 


rolled 


0 whatever they may 1 in this reſpe& will 
be an abſurdity ; ; for Frederic certainly never 


e 3 


rolled up in different pieces of paper. One of N 
his laquais, who chanced to paſs the window | 


at that time, ſeeing the king aſleep, took a roll 
of the ducats without any ceremony, and walk- 


ed off with it. Frederic, however, ſoon diſcovered 


/ 


* 


that he had been robbed; and calling one of 


his huffars in waiting, ſaid to him, I have 
& loſt a roll of ducats, and 1 defire to know 


< who has taken it.“ The huſſar, in great con- 
ſternation, affured the king that he knew no- 
thing at all of the matter; adding, that his ma- 
jeſty perhaps laboured under a miſtake, and that 
it ſeemed impoſſible that any one could take 


his ducats in his preſence. * If you cannot,” re- 
plied the king, tell me the name of the thief, 
tc J will make you reſponſible for the robbery. . 


The poor huſſar, frightened almoſt to death, re- 


preſented to his majeſty that he could not an- 


ſwer for what paſſed i in his apartment when he 
was not there. I am not unjuſt,” ſaid F rederĩic; 


«* but as you are well acquainted. with your 
* comrades, you muſt know whether there be a 
c thief amongſt them.“ The huſſar inſtantly re- 


tired, made every enquiry poſſible to diſcover 


the guilty perſon, and at length ſucceeded. 


As ſoon as he was brought before his majeſty, 
he addreſſed him in the following words: 
00 Ton villain ! you have robbed me of a roll of 


cc ducats. 


— 


(127 ) | 
. ducats, Hold—here is another roll, of the 
ce ſame value; quit the palace this moment, 
 « and get out my territories as faſt as you can: 
s loſe not a ſingle moment; for if you E 
chere long you will infallibly be hanged.“ 
Another huſſar had robbed him, at Aden 
times, of ſums. to the amount of twenty thou- 
ſand crowns; and had, beſides, accepted preſents 
from ſeveral of the foreigu miniſters reſident 


: at Berlin, for communicating to them. every 
thing that he heard and faw. - The king, being 
| informed of this perfidy, ſent for the hufſar, 
4 reproached him with his crime, and faid, *© You 
1 ee have robbed and deceived me; as a puniſiment 


for your ill conduct, I make you a drummer.“ 

His majeſty then called an adjutant, and im- 

mediately gave orders for his being made a 

drummer. The huſſar retired with the adju-' 
na nt, went into his apartment under pretence of 
fetching ſomething, and ſhot himſelf through 
the head. When the adjutant told the king 
what had happened, he appeared very much 
affected, and exclaimed - My God tell me, 
| then, did I treat this man too harſhly? © 
| After ſuch traits as theſe, Frederic undoubt- | 
edly well merited to be ſtyled the Solomon of 
the North. Veſtris the dancer ſaid therefore, 
at Paris, that there were only three great men 
| x h 1 
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AI the vioeld«e-the;: king of Pin, e 
and himſelf. Veſtris was a fool, and the cauſ- 5 


tic Voltaire an impertinent fellow. It is well 
known that the latter had the impudence to ſay, 
that he gave Frederic the nick-name of the So- 
lomon of the North, and that he had always re- 
tained it. But there are ſome minds who find 
poiſon every where; who take delight in col- 
lecting it, and then nee it abroad in ep 
grams. vn 
188 will ks not leben as. out 
of ſeaſon, if 1 ſay a few words here reſpecting 
the king's dogs, for even allowing that he car- 


85 ried his fondneſs for them too far, it is at leaſt 


enn er 


| others, of his warmth and goodneſs of heart. 4 
Amongſt mankind he never found the ſame 
fidelity and attachment as amongſt thoſe ani- 


mals; and it is probably for this reaſon that 
he loved them ſo much. I always ſaw two of 


them in his apartment; they were greyhounds, 


of the ſmall Italian ſpecies; and one of them 


always lay on a chair, covered with blue ſattin, 


cloſe to the king, while the other occupied 2 


large couch made of the ſame ſtuff, They ſel- - ; 
dom ſtirred, and never barked when I entered. 


When Frederic made himſelf be carried to the 


ORFs to enjoy the ſun, a chair was always 


placed 


„„ 
| placed at his ſide for one of theſe greyhounds. | 
No ſtranger could then approach the terrace 
without being announced by the dogs. Fre- 
deric, who loved ſolitude and repoſe, above 
all things, could no longer bear any ſtranger 
whom he had not invited to approach his hermi- 
tage, nor to ſee him even at a diſtance. 

In 178 1 when he was at the review of Sileſia 
for the laſt time, one of his dogs being ſick, 
he gave orders that a courier ſhould be ſent 
every day to bring him an account of its ſitua- 
tion, On his return, finding that the little ani- 
mal was dead and buried, he cauſed it to be 

taken from the earth, that he might have the | 
pleaſure of ſeeing it once more; ſhut himſelf up 
the whole day, and cried for it like a child. 
Stamford is my authority alſo for this anecdote, 
No one can deny that goodneſs of heart, with 
all its attending circumſtances and mild effects, 
always occaſions our chief happineſs in this 
world. Without goodneſs of heart, genius, 
wit, and the moſt brilliant abilities, will never 
ſecure. us perfect enjoyment. Of the truth of 
this no one was more firmly verfagded.. than 
Frederic the Great. The inhabitants of Berlin 
preſerve the remembrance of a great many. in- 
ſtances of goodneſs in this celebrated prince 
inſtances worthy of a celeſtial foul ; and which 
„„ 7... being 


©. 230 3 
being imprinted in the minds of- his ſubjects, | 
and repeated from mouth to mouth, WW be 


tranſmitted to poſterity. 

But when any one was fo impertinent as to 
approach him with any inſipid play upon 
words, or affected wit, he indeed was no longer 
found mild, patient, and affable. He well 
knew how to diſmiſs ſuch people very drily, 
or to turn his back upon them e the 
leaſt ceremony. a 

Frederic often complalted, eſpecially during 
the latter part of his life, of being haraſſed 
with impertinence from ſtrangers; and very 
often from young Frenchmen, who, as I was 
told by count de Lucheſini, ſurpaſſed in this 
reſpect any thing that can be imagined. The king 
ſaid, one evening, to Lucheſini: Having aſked | 
5e a French officer, who was this day preſented to 
* me, what regiment he belonged to : Sire, re- 
6 plied he, tothe regiment of Rouiſſilon, otherwiſe 
c called Trouſe-cotillon. Your ſervant, Sir, ſaid I; 
te and immediately turning on my heel, left the 
« fool to meditate on his ſtupidity. He deteſt- 
ed eringing, and thoſe compliments which people 
at courts are generally ſo laviſh of: he loved open- 
neſs, boldneſs, and loyalty in every thing; but no- 
thing pleaſed him more than honeſty. Though he 
often carried his Soodneſs Ad, condeſcenſion a 
| little 
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little too far perhaps, he never loſt Gght of his 


dignity, even in the ſimpleſt parts of etiquette. 
Two of the Pope's chamberlains having re- 
queſted, by general Lentulus, an audience of 


his majeſty, he complied, and appointed a time 


when he would receive them. Lentulus miſ- 
underſtanding the king, or chooſing to bemore 
Polite than his maſter, added, that his majeſty 


wiſhed that the chamberlains ſhould be conduct- 
ed to the palace in his own carriage. Many 


people, indeed, had ſome of the king's carriages 
at their command : I myſelf had one during 


the whole time I ſaid at Potſdam ; but it was 


only a carriage from his majeſty's ſtables, as as ugly 
as a common hack, and drawn by two horſes, 
which, as I ſometimes carried my wife with me, 
ſtuck a long time one day in the ſands, at the 
diſtance of half a league from Potſdam.— His 
majeſty never intended that theſe. gentlemen 
ſmhould be brought in one of his coaches ; butas the 
| domeſtic who received the orders of Lentulus 
comprehended the general as badly as the ge- 


neral had comprehended the king, ſix beautiful 


horſes were put to one of the fineſt of the royal 


coaches, and in this manner the chamberlains 


were conveyed towards Potſdam. The king, 


who happened to be at the window, ſeeing the 


two Italians advancing in triumph, aſked who 
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they were; and being told that they were the 
Pope's chamberlains, he fell into a violent 
| paſſion at this miſtake ; ordered the coach to 
be immediately ſent away, and a hack to, be 
brought to carry the chamberlains back /to 
their lodgings. When the chamberlains came 
forth from the palace, they were in the utmoſt 
aſtoniſhment ;z and having aſked one of the king's 
domeſtics why their equipage was changed, he 
replied, with great coolneſs, that it was a piece 
of ancient etiquette in the court of Pruſſia, 
that perſons of their rank ſhould be conducted 
to an audience in a ſplendid carriage, and ſent 
back in a common hackney coach, 

I might here mention many of Fredetic's 
epigrams and ſarcaſms; and I ſhould certainly 
| have publiſhed them, had I alone been the ob- 
ject againſt which they were directed; but he 
employed them againſt princes, literary men, 
and great lords. Princes and lords might eaſily 
have endured them; but they would have 
hurt men of letters, whoſe exiſtence often de- 
pends on the opinion entertained of them. He 
often bore with patience, and good-nature, very 
bold anſwers ; but he could never ſuffer af- 
fected witticiſms: the converſation at his table 
was however, for the moſt part, lively and en- 
tertaining. | . | 
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The converſation having one day fallen on 
the fondneſs which phyſicians formerly ſhewed 


for treating their patients in ſuch a manner that 
they almoſt ſtifled them in their apartments, 
his majeſty related-the following anecdote i— 
The emperor Leopold being once ſeized with a 
violent fever, was ſhut up in his chamber in 
ſuch a manner, that the ſmalleſt ray of light 
could not find admiſſion. His phyſician arriving 


one morning, had a good deal of difficulty to 


find the bed; and when he had at laſt ſucceeded, 
he was ſtill embarraſſed to find the emperor's 


arm. He felt all over the bed and bed- clothes; 


while the emperor, who was a very grave man, 
never ſaid a ſingle word: and after a good deal of 
labour, thinking that he had gained his point, 
and got hold of his majeſty's arm, he began with 
great compoſure to count the beats of his pulſe. 
But the emperor, much ſurpriſed at the incredi- 
ble miſtake into which the phyſician had fallen, 
undeceived his ſimplicity, by ſaying, in a very 
pathetic tone of voice, 1151 
Hoc eſt membrum naſtrum 3 — 
ceſareum. 1 
One of the ſevereſt Greafing Pede ever 
uttered was addreſſed to the French ambaſſador 
(the marquis de Valori, if J am not miſtaken) 
in the opera-houſe at Berlin. All the actors 
| 3 | © wer 
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were ready upon the ſtage ; and when the ſer- 
vants attempted to draw. up the curtain, it was 
prevented by ſome obſtacle from riſing any 
higher than juſt to ſhew the legs of the per- 
formers : upon which the king cried out from 
his box“ Monſieur de Valori ! Monſieur de 
6e Valori,” addreſſing himſelf to the ambaſſa- 
dor, © you now ſee the French yy 
many legs and no heads.” 

His majeſty, being much diſpleaſed with; a 
windovil ſituated above his orangery at Sans- 
Souci, ſent word to the proprietor, that, if he 
would reſign his right to it, he would make 
him a preſent in money, and give himthree mills 
in another place, The miller replied very 
drily, that his mill had for along time main- 

tained him and his children; that it ſtood on a 
ſpot from which he enjoyed a beautiful proſpect; 
and that he was reſolved to live and die 
in his mill. The king was ſatisfied with this 
anſwer, and the man retained his mill. Some 
time after, Frederic walking with one of his 
favourites in the gardens of Sans-Souci, looked 
towards the mill, and ſaid he was extremely 
ſorry that the miller would not part with it. 
The favourite, well-knowing how fond the king 

was of accompliſhing his ends by money, had 
1 en to reply, that his majeſty had no- 
* thing 
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ching to do but to gild it. To this e 
tion the king returned no anſwer. He however 
laughed very heartily one day at the anſwer of 
a Dutch architect, whom he called an aſs— I 
_ © muſt indeed,” ſaid the architect, be an aſs, 
© to. bear all the burden which your ans is 
« pleaſed to lay upon me.? 

There were formerly within che circum- 
ference of Berlin ſeveral fields and meadows; 
and, if I am not miſtaken, the proprietors had 
the right of hunting in them. The king ſaid 


one day to Mr. De la Toucbe, the French am- 5 


baſſador, that, on comparing the plans of Ber- 
lin and Paris, it appeared to him that the 
former of theſe cities was as large as the latter. 
The ambaſſador's reply made the king laugh 
heartily—< That is true, pleaſe your mae 
« but we never reap in Paris.“ 

Frederic had in Baron de Munchauſen an ex- 
cellent miniſter of ſtate. I often had the hap- 
pineſs of ſeeing this extraordinary man at his 
houſe in Berlin. To great penetration he united 
deep learning, integrity, proof againſt every at- 
tack, and a firmneſs of character which made 
him often contradi& Frederic; but nevertheleſs 
Munchauſen died inthe miniſtry, The kingonce 

imagined that Munchauſen had rejected a dona- 
tion of the abbey of Kloſterberguen from an in- 
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-inclination towards pietiſm. This ſuſpicion was 
very unjuſt : Munchauſen was a man of enlight- 


ened piety, but not an enthuſiaſt. The king one 


day at table told him his ſuſpicion, and torment- 
ed him a long time by pleaſantries, to which 

Munchauſen replied with much dryneſs, and in 
a very laconic manner. The king at length ſaid, 
c Munchauſen perhaps is a Moravian.” © No,” 
anſwered Munchauſen, much hurt, © but I am 
tea man of honour.” Every one knows the epi- 
grammatic anſwer of Mr. Michel, when the 
king aſked him, in the war of ſeven years, Do 
you imagine that God is your ally alſo? Not- 
withſtanding this, Frederic had as much efteem 
for Michel as for any man in the world. 
Michel was often admitted to his table for 
ſeveral weeks ſucceſſively. A little time be- 
fore the battle gained ſo ſeaſonably at Leigniz, 
the king found himſelf in the greateſt danger: 
before him he had three armies of Ruſſians; and 
every body believed that the horrible tragedy 
which the half of Europe was engaged in with 
him, was about to cloſe, I was told by Mr. Sul- 
zer and Mr. Cat, who, as his majeſty's readers, 
had free acceſs to his tent, that he was already 
thinking of ſpiking up his cannon ; and that he 
begged Michel, in as preſſing a manner as, Cato 
begged his friends at Utica, to leave him. Michel, 
kee . 
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who thoughtevery thing irrecoverably loſt, burnt - | 
1 his papers; but he did not quit Frederic. f | | 

The following anecdote deſerves to be men- bi | 
tioned here, though it has been printed already. 1 f 


His majeſty being informed that a corporal in 
his guards, a handſome young fellow, and at the 
fame time very brave, wote through vanity a | 


„ 
— 


3 9 ＋— 2 — 


watch chain, to which, for want of: a watch, | 

he had affixed a leaden bullet, in order to know = ||} 
the truth of this circumſtance, ſent for him unn 
der ſome pretence or other. Corporal,” faid 1 


the king, “ you muſt be brave and economical 
« both, to have ſaved ſo much of your pay as to 
« purchaſea watch.” —< I flatter myſelf that I am 
ce brave,” replied the corporal; © bur my watch 
ce js worth very little.” —Frederic pulling out 
his watch, which was of gold, ſet with diamonds, 

ſaid, « My watch points to five; what o'clock 
« is it by yours?“ The corporal, with a trem- il 
bling hand drawing out the leaden bullet from 


his fob, returned, Mine, fire, points neitner 
© to five o'clock nor to ſix o' clock; but it tells (| 


« me plainly what kind of a · death I muſt die 
ec for your majeſty.” The king was ſo highly || 
pleaſed with this anſwer, that he gave the cor- 
poral his own watch; ſaying, © Here, take this 
«in order that you may ſee every day the 
* hour when you are to die for me.” 117 

5 There 
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There is no crowned head, enge Who 
would not give a watch ſet with brilliants to 
obtain ſo pleaſing an anſwer; though there are 
no people in the world who ought to be ſo 
cCautious in their gifts as princes, or more * 
dent and wiſe in their liberality.. - 

Mankind never perhaps diſplay ſo much 
folly, impertinence, and avarice, as in their pre- 
tenſions, demands, and ſolicitations, when they 
once knowthat emperors, queens, orkings are rea- 
dy to give and to do good. This folly is carried 
farther. in Germany than can well be credited 3 
and of this I had many proofs and examples. 

_ Goodneſs of heart in a ſovereign is, however, 
the moſt reſpectable of qualities, notwithſtand- 
ing the abuſe which may be made of it, and the 
facility with which people forget it when the 
royal benefactor approaches the grave, It ap- 
pears to me that Frederic the Great held it 
as a maxim, not to ſhew all his goodneſs, for 
fear that an improper uſe might be made of it. 
| He often concealed within his breaſt a very 
ſtrong defire of being uſeful to ſome man of 
merit, of advancing him in the world, and of 
| rewarding him; but he often did more than 
the objects of his favour could hope, and that 
when. they. leaſt expected it. He knew alſo 
that a monarch often gains more by fear than 
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by PIE He was too well acquainted with the =_ 
human heart not to know likewiſe, that the | 
great attention and zeal for his ſervice, which 
he required in all things, were not ſo eaſily ob- 
tained by love, which cannot always be depends || 
ed on from mankind, as by the fear which is 
univerſally inſpired by the force,of authority. 8 

A miniſter who ſerved F rederic a number of 

years, and with hom he had more than a thou- 1 
ſand conferences, often ſaid, that though the 
king treated him always politely, and never 
ſnewed the leaſt diſpleaſure againſt him, yet he 
thought, every time he was introduced to his 
majeſty, «« To-day, perhaps, I ſhall loſe my em- il 
« ployment, my honour, and my fortune,” '—The 1 

ſevereſt and moſt cutting ſpeech however that 
Frederic ever made to any miniſter, was the fol- 
lowing: Do you think that I have need of 
tc your eyes to ſee?” 


Frederic the Great was a friend, and for many j | 
years to people Who perhaps rejoiced at bug 1 
11 ue 1 that to thoſe who | 


follow and obſerve the motions of a monarchical 
ſtate, there is no epoch more intereſting than 
that when ariſing ſun is about to take the place 
of that which is ſetting. The report of the 
king having 450588 good reſt during the night, 
was 
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vas ſufficient to make a great number of people 
of the firſt rank at Berlin grow pale; and they 


trembled leſt the moths ſhould attack their 


mourning, which had been bought for ſome 


time. I had occaſion to make ſeveral other ob- 


ſervations, which diſplaying the like paſſions, 


and the like ſpirit of intrigue, inſpired me with 


the utmoſt indignation $ ard afflicted me the 
more, as I ſaw the nobleſt conduct purſued, 


at the ſame time, at Potſdam : and I am firmly 
perſuaded: that an honeſt and rational prince, 


who wiſhes to render himſelf agreeable to his 


ſucceſſor, cannot accompliſh- his end better 
than by ſacrificing himſelf, with love and fideli- 
ty, for the monarch who is till on the throne, 
But, 1 in all courts, the minds of the courtiers 
are, on ſuch occaſions, too much agitated and 
deranged ;" the fear of being diſmiſſed, which 


continually haunts them, renders them often, 


diſſemblers and traitors. - It baniſhes from 


hearts, whoſe good qualities parchment cannot 


preſerve, i integrity, true greatneſs of ſoul, and 


ſtability 1 in their manner of thinking and acting. 


The air of a court, which is always a little 
peſtilential, renders the beſt heads weak, and 


deſtroys their energy. There greatneſs in think- 
ing and acting, as well as other valuable quali- 


ties, appear; there warlike valour is chang- 


ed 
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ed into political effeminacy, and the moſt re- 


ſolute firmneſs into ſimple volition; there men 


become abſolute women; and it is there, in 
ſhort, that the baſeſt ſcoundrels dare to talk 
of probity, fidelity, and honour; virtues with 


which they can never be acquainted, becauſe - 


they are inſenſible to every thing but their own 
private intereſt, and that of their families. 
Such ſouls, deſtitute of energy and vigour, 
can diſplay nothing but baſeneſs, timidity, and 
weakneſs ; the head of the ſtate is the ſpring 
of all their actions, and the ſole object of their 
attention. Even in the pettieſt courts of Ger- 
many, in which there 1 is little to be either gain- 
ed or loſt, a courtier is to-day an atheiſt, and 
to- morrow believes in Jeſus Chriſt, Lavater, 
or the Devil: all theſe to him are the ſame, 


for he never thinks or ſpeaks but as his high- 


neſs. This court ſpirit, of which I am ſpeak- 
ing, is however obliged ſometimes to yield 


to the warlike ſpirit ; eſpecially in great courts, 


where there are always great intereſts to be diſ- 


cuſſed. There is a very wide difference be- 
tween a military veteran of Spartan courage, 


expert in his profeſſion, poſſeſſed of fidelity, 
openneſs, and probity; and one of thoſe creeping 
inſects of a court, deceitful, and abounding in 
du plicity, and who under a — outſide con- 

ceals 
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cealsnothing but fraud, ſhame, hypocriſy, weak= 
neſs, and cowardice; But a great, good, faith- - 
ful, wiſe, and active monarch, who loves his 


people, and eſteems his army, and who retains 


only great men around him, will always be a 


terror to the moſt ſkilful court Proteus, however 
hackneyed in the ways of deception. Under 
ſuch a ſovereign, the moſt artful courtier never 
exerciſes his baſe occupation but with fear; and 
he can neither be an obſtacle to the advance- 
ment of real merit, nor cauſe one uſeful and 
_ enlightened man to be diſmiſſed. We ought, 
however, to be very careful not to judge of a 
whole nation from the baſe and ignoble ſenti- 
ments of a few contemptible individuals. The 
Brandenburgers and Pruſſians always ſhewed 
their love and admiration of Frederic the Great, 
at a time when he diſcharged with pain thoſe 
duties which the father and defender of a ſtate 
can never entirely diveſt himſelf of. When the 
news of Frederic's death were ſpread abroad, 
every other ſentiment gave place to that of an 
affliction univerſally felt by his ſubjects; and all 


ſhared in the general grief. Notwithſtanding 
the love which the Brandenburgers bore to the 
new monarch, notwithſtanding their deſire for 
ſeeing him king, and notwithſtanding the mild- 
neſs and greatneſs of mind with which theß 
1G: OT ie beheld 
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beheld Frederic William the Second govern 


them, and the moderation, wiſdom, and ſpirit, - 


with which he protected the right of the houſe 
of Orange, and of his ſiſter I cannot help ob- 
ſerving, that the ſorrow and conſternation dif- 


played during the funeral ceremony of Frederic 


the Great at Potſdam, prove how difficult it is 


to forget a truly great man. This monarch, 
as every great mind when placed on the throne 


ought to be, was conftantly the ſame ; that is 


to ſay, always equally good. It was this diſ- 


poſition towards perſeverance, carried perhaps 
too far in certain objects, which induced him 


to preſerve his errors. Reſpectable divines 


have often aſked me, if the king on his death- 


bed had not returned to the boſom of the 
church; if he had never teſtified any change, 
or mewn any doubt, reſpecting his religious 
ſentiments; and if he had perſiſted in incre- 


- dulity to the laſt moment of his life. It is 


with great pain that I find myſelf obliged, in 


order that I may not betray the intereſts of 


truth, to declare that Frederic never believed 


in the immortality of the ſoul ; and that ven 
in the hour of death he had no more belief in 


the chriſtian: religion than in PRE and 
their art. 


Frederic allowed the peogle of Berlin the 
| greateſt 
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greateſt freedom in their opinions; but this 
freedom was never carried ſo far as to tolerate 
incredulity. The king wiſhed his ſubjects to 
think freely; and he conſequently renounced 
thoſe rights of authority which, in certain ob- 
jects, ought never to ſhackle a free people. 
He preached up liberty; and every thing i in 
morals, as well as in religion, degenerated into 
mental anarchy both at court and in the city. 
Notwithſtanding this ſituation of affairs, Fre- 
deric never ſhewed any inclination for reſtoring 
order ; and the reſult was, that irreligion and 
deiſm became faſhionable. The king indeed 
"wiſhed for a liberty confined within wiſe and 
juſt boundaries: but ſome of thoſe men who 
Call themſelves enlightened * oppoſed every re- 
ſtraint on opinions; and enlightened women ſet 
no bounds to their inclinations and paſſions. | 


Before the eyes even of their wives, and in the 


open day, the former cauſed proſtitutes to be 
brought to them, with as little ceremony or 
myſtery as people obſerve when they ſend, for 
a bottle of wine, or an ounce of tobacco: and 
Ne the women ſurpaſſed their huſbands 1 in follow- 


* People will continue to make uſe of this clin 
to denote thoſe free-thinkers who at preſent abound in 
Berlin, and who form a kind of ſect n. to reaſon 
ga good morals. *. | 1 


ing 
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ing their own inclinations ; — the effect, 


in a great meaſure, of that j joy and enthuſiaſm 8 
which they experienced on ſeeing wt diffuſed 


throughout Berlin. 


Several of them, very honeſt women in other . 
reſpects, were unfaithful to their huſbands, be- 
cauſe they were deiſts; ; that is to ſay, very en- 
lightened women. Female infidelity and divorces 
became as common at Berlin as they were at 


the moſt corrupted period of the Roman em- 


pire. Some of the moſt enlightened people of 
faſhion inſtituted dances in which they danced 
naked ; and formed expenſive eſtabliſhments, 


till then unheard of, to facilitate the libertiniſm 
of old dowagers. The clergymen of Berlin, 
the ableſt preachers in Europe, were hooted 


from ſociety, becauſe they ſtill lived in ob/curity; 


that ĩs to ſay, becauſe they till believed in the 


religion of Jeſus. | Deiſm was preached up in 
the country pulpits by young miniſters, who re- 
peated there what they had heard when pre- 
ceptors in great families at Berlin: they laugh- 
ed at the conſiſtory; and preached i in tied hair, 


like deiſtieal corporals. In this manner the cities 


were enlightened; and the country ſoon was in 


the ſame ſituation. But this pretended light 
made no where ſo much progreſs as at Potſ- 
dam. 0 he og of deiſm, and this pro- 
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2700 of reaſons | were t there carried to ſich a in | 
as ſome officers of the king 's S houfchöld informed 
me, that, during the laſt ten years, above three | 
hundred people no committed lvicide at NE? 1 
dam only. 

All theſe aol at Ore and Berlin are 
not however to be attributed to the king ; for 
it was impoſſible for him to | oppoſe what his 
| ſubjefts abſolutely would ha ve, and what be 
could OC ART. 

„The miniſters of the Fehn of New 
chatel had a diſpute on the eternity of future 
puniſhments ; and the greater part of them were 
of opinion that they muſt be eternal. "Thoſe 
who oppoſed this opinion, begged Frederic 
to puniſh ſuch of their brethren as diſſented 6 
from them; but his majeſty replied, «Tf r my 
6c ſubjects of Neufchatel wiſh to be eternally 
cc damned, they may do as they chooſe. Fre- 
deric thought, no doubt, in the ſame manner 
reſpecting the progreſs of reaſon at Berlin. | 

It was neceſſary that a Frederic William 
ſhould « come to fer bounds to ſuch exceſſes. 
T his prince wrote to prefident Seidlitz, at 
| Breſlay—< As for my part, I am againſt all re- : 
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ec ſtraint vpon conſcience ; and 1 leave every . 


1 8 {7 


60 one to follow his own creed. But 1 will never 


4 * ſuffer the | Chriſtin religion to be trampled 


„„ under 


i 
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er under foot i in my dominions. I will never 

C < permit my people | to be encouraged to de- 
« ſpiſe the Bible; nor the ſtandard of deiſm; 


| 1 Jofidelity, and materialiſm to be publicißx 


8 erefted.” —The hereditary prince, ſon to the 


TIPE . 


preſent” ſovereign, an "amiable and fpirited 


young man, bas openly manifeſted, at Berlin, 
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ebe malkerenee 1 eps this 
head. It is well known what religious ſenti- 


eee > 43> 


ments he entertained. He more than once 


teſtified” to me, that he adhered, in every thing, 


to the principles expoſed in the Works of the 
5 Phil gap ber of 5 Sans- Souct ; and I expected tharke 


K *? 


yould n not proceed farther : but, after the publi- 


cation of | his works, his religious principles 


became ſtill worſe. Lucheſini, however, did 1 
every thing | that an honeſt man could do; he 


brought him back from atheiſm. to deiſm : and 
1 was very much ſurpriſed to find, during my 


$3 
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relidence at Potsdam, that he ſpoke much more 
of the latter than he had done for many years. 
But he however generally admitted only a 
few of the received principles of the deiſts ; he 
"then often repeated his ancient opinions, and 
ſee emed to be very anxious that people ſhould. 
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| comprehend him well. Some 8 therefore 


conclude that Fr rederic fluctuated very much 
in his religious opinions towards the cloſe of 


his life, and that he was often in doubt whe- 


r 


© ther he ſhould not adopt others. But thoſe 


who. might judge in this manner would un- 
doubtedly be deceived; for I well know that, 
though his majeſty liſtened attentively to every 


| obje&ion: made to him on this head, he re- 


mained aun firm and unſhaken i in his ſenti- 


r. hall here ray and in a 8 words, what 
is known to only a few perſons. Frederic the 
Great never believed, not even at the motnent 
of his death, in the chriſtian, religion, or the | 
immortality of the ſoul ; though he was not per- 
haps always free from uneaſineſs, 1 in this refpect, i 
in the latter part of his life. He ſhewed a 
great ſpirit of toleration towards thoſe "who 
. _—_— differently from him, and who even 
told him ſo; and he was mild and indulgent 

to enthuſiaſts, fanatics, and fools. Of this he 

g gave a convincing proof, a little while before 
his death, in his behaviour towards a perſon 
who endeavoured to bring him within the pale 
af the church. Amongſt the letters which had 
arrived one day, and which the king delivered 
into the hands of his cabinet ſecretaries, there 
was : 
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| ea ſo much that wer Podgbe it ck to * | 
majeſty. The author, from conſcientious mo- 
tives, repreſented to the king, out of reſpect 
and love for him, that, though he had been in- 
EIT” credulous alt his life-time, there was ſtill room 
for him to amend, and return to his duty; but 
that, as he was on the brink of the grave, he 
had not a moment to loſe, unleſs he wiſhed to 
g0 to that place where there are gnaſhing of 
teeth and eternal wailings, and to be roaſted in 
bell throughout all eternity. The ſame even- 
ing the king made a preſent of this letter to 
Lucheſini; ſaying, © You ſee how careful they 1 
cc are of my ſoul. N43 441 ine asg of oy 
Frederic often 18 reſpedting a when 
Be had the glaſs in his hand. His letters to 
d'Alembert, at the time when that philoſopher 
Was approaching towards his end, contain ſub- 
lime conſolations, replete - with the moſt ſtoic 
banner againſt the dread of ceaſing to exiſt. 
Count Lucheſini aſked me however, one 
45 at Potſdam, in what manner his majeſty” 8 
fears reſpecting death might be quieted; as he 
was not ſuſceptible of that pleaſing conſolation 
which ariſes to thoſe who believe in the im- 
mortality of the ſoul. Comfort him, ſaid I, 
4 by 2 to hm the eee of his 
$f : 9 name; 1 
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| great and. ſublime. hat, he has doge, and gf 
Aste Good actions de has gerſgrmed; and, 
lach, by ewing him char all theſe will live a 
lapgaime after him. The king, as he e 
bas often told mes is nt. afraid of death, and I 
believe it; but be hates and. deteſts it, and 
would wiſh to oppgſe it if Paſſible. Suffer him to 
deny, to the laſt, the ĩmmortality of the ſoul; 
ſor in this point you ill never: he able to en- 
dert him But tell him boldiy, an and without geaſ- 
ing; that be hs dane mare than any. King her 
fore him could do in ga ſimilar ſtuation; and 
that all he has done has taken too deep root, aot 
to expand and flouriſh till the remoteſt, period. 
[of futurity. Repeat tohim, and even proclaim 
Sith a loud voice, in- his lateſt moments, that 
he Pruſſian Eagle all neuer be Bumbledl. 
Tender and ſublime ſoub l thou wonder of 
-the eighteenth century l at once Philoſopher, 
| hero; legiſlator; and corqueror—monarch;whoſe - 
name hall dive to the end of ages, anch from 
whoſe Slory every thing has already been ſepa- 
1 rated that Jealouſy or malevolence could throw 
| "upon it with a view: to tarniſh it thy earthiy 
frame, depoſited at Potſdam, is not the only 
a part which remains of thee, Placed in the abode 


of the icnmortals, thou art now near thy Marcus 
=> TE 1 = „ Aurelius: be 


\ 
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Aurelius; ; wid this production is only the 
ſmalleſt of the flowers ſcattered over thy tomb. 
Thy name will be always engraven on my heart, 


as the ſoft and tender ſound of thy laſt words— 
Zimmermann, remember the good old man that You, 
bave ſeen Bere 
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